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On preparing the book you hold in your hand, we used the book entitled 

Croatian Medical Association – Presidents from 1874 to 2004* by Professor 

Biserka Belicza† and Professor Dubravko Orlić, and we take this oppor-

tunity to acknowledge it with special thanks. Unfortunately, Professor 

Biserka Belicza is no longer with us, but we tried to convey her spirit and 

knowledge of the history of medicine in this publication. Professor 

 Dubravko Orlić with the exhaustive supplements has signifi cantly contrib-

uted to the quality of the book, for which we are very thankful indeed. 

Without their previous painstaking contributions, any further work would 

have been much more demanding.

*  All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part of the book in any way is prohibited without 

 permission. Croatian Medical Association, Šubićeva 9, HR–10000 Zagreb, Croatia
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1  Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije = Association of Physicians of the Kingdoms of 

Croatia and Slavonia

INTRODUCTION

Sbor,1 in which domestic physicians aft er many trials were ultimately 

 assembled, started working in 1874, continuing to the present (Liečnički 

viestnik, Zagreb, January 1877).

Th e Croatian Medical Association (CMA) started working 140 years 

ago, continuing its socializing, collaborative, professional and scientifi c 

 activities through generations of medical doctors and dental doctors down 

to the present time. Years and decades were passing by, political entities 

and systems, economic systems were changing, the winds of war were 

 raging, but the vivid activities of CMA have persisted in spite of all those 

unfavorable circumstances. We are confi dent that there were plenty of nice 

moments, generosity and selfl ess giving throughout the 140-year period, 

which we can witness today, despite numerous troubles encountered on 

this long way.

Th e long life of CMA has been marked by dedicated work of many 

 generations of physicians, numerous professional and scientifi c achieve-

ments of the medical profession to the honor of the country. Th e leading 

activity throughout the CMA life has been care not only for our members, 

but also for the overall corpus of medicine and the entire health care 

 system. Patient, but also health of the people at large is the basic mission of 

the CMA activities now as it was in 1874.

Th is anniversary is an important event for our culture, science and 

medicine and above all, for the Croatian people and all Croatian citizens. 

Working this way for 140 years now, CMA tends to be a grain of wisdom, 

protecting the profession and our patients. We are positive that it will 

be continued because a condition that would jeopardize the health care 
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system would also threaten the citizens, which cannot and should not be 

 anyone’s interest, especially not the interest of the CMA.

As valuable is the work of the CMA journal, Liječnički vjesnik. Printed 

in the Croatian language, Liječnički vjesnik has always been an important 

factor in the education of its readers, as well as for professional and scien-

tifi c advancement of many colleagues.

Ten years ago, on the occasion of the CMA anniversary, the CMA 

monograph was published, which this brief overview of our glorious 

 history relies on. Th is time, we have prepared a text that tries to briefl y 

 introduce current leaders and achievements of the CMA in some periods 

and breakthroughs in its long history and tradition. CMA has grown 

into a large, well-organized community with a great number of regional 

branches, professional societies and sections. It is a community that daily 

encourages progress of the medical profession, medical education, and 

 scientifi c research of all our fellow physicians, medical doctors and den-

tists. Th roughout its history, CMA has sponsored and organized numerous 

conferences, events and symposia at which physicians from various fi elds 

of medicine have gathered to discuss and exchange knowledge and experi-

ences, as well as investing eff orts to improve their skills. Ars longa, vita 

brevis, this is a message with which we enter medicine and a message with 

which we live medicine.

Rarely in the past did medical community need concord and fellowship 

as it does today. If there are diff erent opinions, ideas and actions, it should 

not be the reason for separation. Let’s talk to each other, socialize, the CMA 

door is open and the Croatian Medical Home is available to all our col-

leagues.

Th is little piece of work is a remembrance of the glorious past and an 

incentive for future activities of the CMA. We are confi dent that CMA will 

continue promoting the same ideas and values for which it was estab-

lished, with the goal of progress and overall prosperity of the Croatian 

medical profession, to the benefi t of our patients and all citizens of our 

country.

Željko Krznarić



PRESIDENTS OF THE CROATIAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

FRANJO MILLIČIĆ
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from August 3, 1874 to December 31, 1876
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Franjo Milličić was born in 1813 in Petrinja. In 1834, he gradu-

ated from the School of Medicine in Vienna, where he continued his 

 professional education. He worked as a physician in Zagreb for more 

than thirty years, and won prestigious awards for his merits, i.e. Fran-

cis Joseph I Order of Knights, appointment for a county medical offi  cer 

and royal  adviser. Dr Franjo Milličić died on December 31, 1876 in 

 Zagreb.

Th e establishment of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Together with twenty other physicians, on February 26, 1874, Dr Franjo 

Milličić responded to the call of Dr Vladoje Čačković to establish a medi-

cal society. On March 16, 1874, a proposal for approval was submitted to 

the provincial government as the Rules of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina 

Hrvatske, Slavonije i Dalmacije. Th e document was signed by Dr Franjo 

Milličić as president, Dr Šime Švrljuga as vice president and Dr Josip pl. 

Šepić as councilman. Dr Franjo Milličić participated in the making of the 

fi rst Rules, which served as the basis for future action of Medical Associa-

tion. In the copy of the original document, the term »Triune Kingdom« in 

Article 4 was crossed, while in the title and in Article 21, the word Dalma-

tia was crossed in the term »Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia«. With this 

intervention, the government representatives intended to prevent the 

 physicians from Dalmatia to participate in the Sbor liečnika as regular 

members. However, the leaders of the Sbor did not apply this decision nor 

did it infl uence Dalmatian physicians’ applications for membership.

Th e fi rst annual and election session was held on August 3, 1874 in 

Zagreb, under the chairmanship of Dr Aleksa Vancaš. Th is session brought 

together thirty members in order to elect the president, deputy, members 

and budget proposers of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije. 
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Dr Franjo Milličić was elected the fi rst president and Dr Šime Švrljuga was 

elected his deputy.

Rules of Procedure and House Rules of the Sbor liečnika kr. Hrvatske i 

Slavonije were adopted at the monthly sessions from October 30, 1874 to 

January 25, 1875.

Družtvo slavonskih liečnika2 in Osijek

In the year 1874, the interim committee of the Družtvo slavonskih 

liečnika in Osijek initiated establishment of the Družtvo slavonskih liečnika 

by the provincial government in Osijek. Dr Franjo Milličić, president of 

the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije, considered it unnecessary 

to have two societies, but the Družtvo slavonskih liečnika in Osijek contin-

2 Družtvo slavonskih liečnika = Slavonian Medical Society
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Preserved copy of the Rules dated 
March 14, 1874, as approved 
aft er changes and solutions made 
on April 17, 1874.

ued its work as an independent organization. However, the existence of 

both societies aiming at achieving common goals was accepted on Decem-

ber 28, 1874. On the same day, on the proposal of the society’s secretary Dr 

Ladislav Rakovac, it was decided to publish the Yearbook, which would 

include statements of monthly sessions and annual general session, along 

with the main directory of all members and reports of conferences through-

out the year.

In its fi rst year of existence, Sbor initiated establishment of the Founda-

tion for Support of the Sbor Regular Members in Need, Th eir Widows and 

Orphans. On May 31, 1875, the Foundation was established and the Rules of 

Aid Foundation for Physicians, Th eir Widows and Orphans were adopted.

On July 31, 1875 the fi rst regular annual session of the Sbor liečnika 

kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije was held. Dr Franjo Milličić was reelected 

president and Dr Nikola Severinski was elected his deputy.
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Home page of the Yearbook of the Sbor 
liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 
on the occasion of its one-year survival, 
October 1, 1874 to July 31, 1875; 
compiled by Dr Ladislav Rakovac, 
notary.

Preparations for the publishing of the Liečnički viestnik started in 1876, 

when at the annual general session Dr Franjo Milličić was elected presi-

dent for the third time. Just a few months later, on December 31, Dr Milličić 

died and Sbor had to decide on a new president.



ANTE SCHWARZ
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from January 1, 1877 to August 3, 1878
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Ante Schwarz was born in 1832 in Požega. He studied medicine in 

 Vienna and worked as a physician in Pressburg (Bratislava), Banat, Križevci 

and Varaždin. He wrote a textbook for students of the School of Medicine 

entitled Descriptive Anatomy or Autopsy of the Human Body, which is 

 considered the fi rst major scientifi c medical work in the Croatian language. 

He was appointed secretary of the governmental Department of Health 

and government reporter at the Health Council in 1875. Dr Ante Schwarz 

is credited for improving health service, establishment of the School for 

Midwives in Zagreb, and starting construction of the Hospital for Mental 

Illnesses in Vrapče.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Dr Ante Schwarz was one of the fi rst members and co-founder of the 

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije, where he was the fi rst appoint-

ed notary-secretary, then vice president. Aft er the death of the fi rst presi-

dent, Dr Schwarz was elected president.

Th e fi rst issue of the journal Liečnički viestnik

Th anks to Dr Schwarz, Liečnički viestnik was launched and the fi rst 

 issue appeared in January 1877. Liečnički viestnik is the oldest Croatian 

medical journal with long-lasting tradition. Although the name of Dr 

Schwarz is found just as the author of articles and reports, the records 

 reveal that he was Editor-in-Chief of the journal.

During his term of offi  ce in the Sbor, there was discussion about health 

education in elementary school, school hygiene and introduction of teach-

ing hygiene at the School of the Humanities and Social Sciences.

At the 1878 annual general session, Dr Šime Švrljuga was elected new 

president. Dr Ante Schwarz remained an active member of the Sbor and 
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Home page of the fi rst issue 
of Liečnički viestnik.

First page of the fi rst number
of Liečnički viestnik.

editor of the journal until February 26, 1880, when he suddenly died at the 

age of 47.

Dr Ladislav Rakovac, the most accurate chronicler and the fi rst histo-

rian of the Sbor, emphasizes that death of Ante Schwarz symbolically 

rounded up the fi rst period of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i 

 Slavonije activity: »...With this event, the fi rst era of the life of our Sbor, full 

of enthusiasm and work, has ended – and dark days in the work and 

 publishing of Liečnički viestnik have now begun ...«.



ŠIME ŠVRLJUGA
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from August 5, 1878 to August 9, 1880
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Šime Švrljuga was born in Fužine in 1838. He graduated medicine in 

Vienna and shortly aft er he was appointed protomedic in the German 

Banat regiment in Petrovaradin. He was awarded the Franz Joseph I medal 

for providing care of the sick and wounded during the war in Italy. In 1870, 

he was appointed interim medical offi  cer of the town of Koprivnica and a 

year later director and primary physician in the Kraljevica Hospital. In 

1874, he was appointed medical offi  cer of the town of Zagreb, which posi-

tion he held for 35 years. As a physician, he was responsible for the con-

struction of the Mirogoj cemetery and sewage in Zagreb hospitals.

He was member of various committees, such as the Committee for 

 Examination of Midwives, Committee for Examination of Pharmacists, 

Commission for Wine Testing, and from 1895 he was member of the  Royal 

Provincial Health Council. He was retired in 1909, when he was awarded 

the Franz Joseph I order of knights for his long-standing conscientious 

work. Dr Švrljuga died in Zagreb on February 15, 1910.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Like his predecessors, Dr Šime Švrljuga was one of the founders of the 

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije. From the very beginning, he 

was a very active member and he held the position of vice president and 

was member of the Court of Honor. On August 5, 1878, he was elected 

president, which position he held until August 9, 1880.

By the end of 1879, the Sbor had 117 regular members, including Ivan 

Pervan as the fi rst member from Dalmatia.

During 1880, a draft  of the new rules of the Sbor was prepared, explain-

ing the conditions for membership and bringing the idea of establishing 

Sbor branches or sections. In the same year, the Rules of Aid Foundation 

for Physicians, Th eir Widows and Orphans were prepared. Th is document 

enabled contributions to be collected among physicians, thus forming a 

cash fund from which the members and their families most in need could 

be provided fi nancial aid. Th e respective authorities of the provincial gov-

ernment rejected these rules and returned them for amendments. At the 

session held on August 9, 1880, the Sbor changed the rules and immedi-

ately submitted them to the provincial government for approval.



LADISLAV RAKOVAC
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from August 9, 1880 to July 15, 1882
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Ladislav Rakovac was born in 1847 in Varaždin. He studied medicine 

and surgery in Vienna, where he stayed aft er graduation. He worked in 

various departments and in 1872 as assistant at Professor Duchek’s 

 Department. In 1874, he came to Zagreb and got employed as a primary 

physician at Internal Department, Bolnica milosrdne braće (Brothers of 

Charity Hospital).

During his term of offi  ce as secretary and manager at Health Depart-

ment, Dr Rakovac was responsible for a large number of health care provi-

sions, among them the act on vaccination, the directive on the treatment of 

tuberculosis according to Koch, the action against the spread of tubercu-

losis, health measures in the new construction of peasant houses, and a 

series of directives on hospitals and infectious diseases.

He also developed the Rules on the Health Council Procedure and 

worked on the establishment of the Bacteriological Institute together with 

Dr Švrljuga, protection against tuberculosis together with G. Beil, estab-

lishment of the National Vaccine Institute together with G. Beil and I. 

Žirovičić, and regulations for medical monitoring of hospital services 

 together with I. Kosirnik and M. Nemčić.

In 1892, he was retired but continued private medical practice as the 

most famous internist in Zagreb. He was member of the City of Zagreb 

Health Council and in 1904 he was appointed departmental advisor of the 

Royal Croatian-Slavonian-Dalmatian provincial government. From 1895, 

he was honorary member of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Sla-

vonije and from 1901 honorary member of the Medical Society of Kranj-

ska, Slovenia. In addition, he was honorary member of the Serbian Medi-

cal Society in Belgrade and Spolek českých lékařů in Prague. Dr Rakovac 

died in Zagreb on April 14, 1906.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

He was one of the founders of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i 

Slavonije. From the very establishment of the Sbor, Dr Rakovac performed 

a variety of duties. Th us, in 1874, he was appointed notary-secretary and in 

1882 member of the committee. As a notary, in 1875, he prepared and 

 issued the Annual of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije on 
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the occasion of its fi rst anniversary, from October 1, 1874 to July 21, 1875. 

He participated in draft ing the document entitled Rules of Procedure of the 

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije and House Rules of the Sbor 

liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije. He actively advocated establish-

ment of cashier aid, but this proposal was not implemented.

Aft er death of Dr Schwarz, Editor-in-Chief of Liečnički viestnik, in 1880 

the role was taken over by Dr Rakovac who edited fi ve numbers and 

 encouraged enriching journal with the section on the Croatian medical 

terminology.

At the annual general session held on August 9, 1880, Dr Rakovac was 

appointed president of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije. In 

the same year, he was elected secretary of the Health Department of the 

provincial government. In the 1880s, the Sbor had been facing many prob-

lems, including the problem of continuing its activities, while publishing 

of Liečnički viestnik was shortly interrupted.

From the records of Liečnički viestnik we learn that on the day of the 

severe earthquake in Zagreb, which happened in 1880, the Surgical and 

Medical Department of the Bolnica milosrdne braće, departments of the 

Bolnica milosrdnih sestara (Sisters of Charity Hospital) and public baths 

in Zagreb and its surroundings were damaged. In the 1880s, Zagreb Com-

mittee for Support to Wounded Soldiers, Military Widows and Orphans 

was established because of military intervention in Bosnia and Herzego-

vina. In 1880, the Committee established the Croatian Patriotic Aid 

 Association to Support Wounded Soldiers, Military Widows and Orphans. 

In the same year, Sbor invited its members to approach the »aid society«.

Liečnički viestnik was not published in 1882 and was resumed in Janu-

ary 1883 under the editorship of Professor Bohuslav knight Jiruš and Dr 

Josip Fon.

Although Dr Ladislav Rakovac was re-elected president in 1882, he 

 refused the position and transferred it to Dr Aleksa Vancaš. In 1892, he 

was elected vice president of the Sbor, and only a year later, he held the 

position of president for the second time. In 1971, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

set up the Ladislav Rakovac award, a plaque and honorary scroll for con-

tribution to the development of the Association.



ALEKSA VANCAŠ
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from July 15, 1882 to June 28, 1884
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Aleksa Vancaš was born in Požega in 1808 and graduated medicine in 

Budapest in 1832. Aft er graduation, he worked as a physician in Upper 

Hungary and in 1834 he moved to Zagreb where he soon became medical 

offi  cer of the Zagreb County, seated in Zagreb. He was committee member 

and treasurer in the Matica Ilirska and one of the fi rst Croatian reformers. 

He was also president of the National House and National Illyrian Hall. In 

1845, Dr Vancaš participated in the inaugural session of the Zagrebačko 

lěčničko družtvo (Zagreb Medical Society). From 1851, he was medicinal 

adviser at the Royal Croatian-Slavonian Regency.

In 1855, he published an offi  cial circular to the work of county medical 

offi  cers in German language, aft er which he devoted himself to the econo-

my and savings bank. He was a representative of the town of Zagreb for 

more than thirty years and invested much eff ort in providing Zagreb with 

suffi  cient quantities of drinking water. He also was president of the Health 

Council from 1875. Dr Vancaš died on June 28, 1884, on his estate near 

Jaska.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Dr Aleksa Vancaš was also one of the founders of the Sbor liečnika 

kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije. He became president of the Sbor in 1882, 

on Dr Rakovac’s proposal. He held the offi  ce of president in the crisis 

 period, when there were fears for the future of the Sbor. With great eff ort, 

Sbor managed to restart publishing of Liečnički viestnik in 1883, followed 

by interruption as early as 1884 again. In 1884, Dr Vancaš died and Josip 

Kallivoda-Falkensteinski was elected president at the annual general 

 session on February 27, 1885.



JOSEPH KALLIVODA-FALKENSTEINSKI
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from February 27, 1885 to February 22, 1892
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Joseph Kallivoda-Falkensteinski was born in Osijek in 1820. He grad-

uated from the School of Medicine in Budapest in 1843 and then returned 

to his hometown where he was appointed honorary medical offi  cer of the 

city. In 1844, he was appointed manorial physician of the Našice, Podgorač, 

Orahovica and Feričanci manors. He held this position until 1852, when 

he was appointed primary physician of the Virovitica County. In 1882, he 

was appointed departmental advisor and provincial medical offi  cer of the 

provincial government in Zagreb.

Dr Joseph Kallivoda-Falkensteinski was one of the founders of the 

Družtvo slavonskih liečnika in Osijek and he was elected fi rst president of 

the Družtvo in 1874. Dr Kallivoda-Falkensteinski was the fi rst president of 

the savings bank in Osijek and he contributed to the new high school in 

the town. During his lifetime, he received numerous honors and awards 

such as the holder of the Golden Cross of Merit with Crown, provincial 

medical offi  cer, government reporter of the Royal Provincial Health Coun-

cil, fi rst vice president of the Red Cross Country Crown Hungarian, Croa-

tian and Slavonian Kingdom, honorary member of the Sbor liečnika 

kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije, Carniolan Medical Association (Društvo 

kranjskih liječnika) in Ljubljana and Serbian Medical Association in Bel-

grade. Dr Kallivoda-Falkensteinski died in Zagreb in 1892.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Since foundation of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije in 

1874, Dr Josip Kallivoda-Falkensteinski was its honorary member. In 1885, 

at annual general session, he was appointed president of the Sbor, in the 

work of which he actively participated. Despite his wish to retire, he was 

elected president for the second time in the same year. In April 1885, issu-

ing of Liečnički viestnik was resumed aft er one-year interruption.
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Cover of the new rules 
of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske 
i Slavonije.

First page of the Rules of 
Aid Foundation for the Physicians, 

Th eir Widows and Orphans.

New rules of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 
and Aid Foundation for the Physicians, 
Th eir Widows and Orphans

At general sessions, there was discussion about changing the rules of 

the Sbor, which was done on November 30, 1885. According to the new 

rules, full members can be »a physician living outside the kingdom of 

 Croatia and Slavonia« and the annual yield is reduced. Home Aff airs 

 Department of the Royal Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia provincial govern-

ment approved the new rules on December 9, 1886.

Th e new Rules of the Aid Foundation for the Physicians, Th eir Widows 

and Orphans, which did not diff er signifi cantly from the previous ones, 
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were presented at the general session held in 1887. At an extraordinary 

general session held in 1888, Dr Josip Havliček proposed to set up a  pension 

foundation for the widows and orphans instead of the aid foundation. Th is 

proposal attracted attention because a pension fund by its operation would 

be similar to an insurance company and as such would provide greater 

certainty for widows.

Work of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

During the term of Dr Kallivoda-Falkensteinski as president, the regu-

lar monthly sessions were renewed, the Sbor participation in addressing a 

number of health issues was revived, the Academic Senate of the Univer-

sity of Zagreb was seeking Sbor opinion on the organization of the School 

of Medicine in Zagreb, while the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts 

asked Sbor to take part in developing the vocabulary. In line with its in-

creased and enlivened activity, in 1888 the Sbor representatives attended 

the VI International Congress of Hygiene and Demography in Vienna.

In 1888, the Sbor membership increased to 202 regular members and at 

the end of 1891, Sbor had 218 regular members, 12 honorary members and 

four corresponding members. Credits for successful revival of Sbor and its 

membership went to Dr Kallivoda-Falkensteinski, who was elected presi-

dent seven times in a row.

Just as he was elected president for seventh time in 1892, Dr Ladislav 

Rakovac was appointed deputy. Unfortunately, Dr Kallivoda-Falkenstein-

ski died several months later and Dr Ladislav Rakovac took the position of 

president again on January 30, 1893.



LADISLAV RAKOVAC
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from January 30, 1893 to April 14, 1906
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Dr Bohuslava Keck’s 
membership application.

Cooperation of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 
and Društvo kranjskih liječnika u Ljubljani

At the annual general session held in 1893, a decision was made on 

cooperation of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije and Društvo 

kranjskih liječnika u Ljubljani (Carniolan Medical Association in Ljublja-

na). In the same year, there was debate in the Sbor concerning adoption of 

a new act on the regulation of health services in the Kingdom of Croatia 

and Slavonia and the pharmacy act, which entered into force in 1894. Sbor 

off ered assistance to the respective authorities in the establishment of the 

provincial hospital in Zagreb.

In 1899, membership of the Sbor was very diverse, including 380 indi-

vidual members along with 137 cities, towns and villages across Croatia as 
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well as abroad. In 1895, one female physician, Dr Bohuslava Keck, was 

admitted to the membership as the fi rst woman as a regular member. Dr 

Keck remained the only woman physician in the membership of the Sbor 

for more than ten years.

Proposal for the establishment of scientifi c library

At the annual session held in 1897, Dr Dragutin Schwarz advocated 

that the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije as a scientifi c society 

should have its own scientifi c library. Th e proposal was discussed but it 

was concluded that the establishment of its own library was not acceptable. 

Also, it was discussed to set up a special committee for a class issue and to 

draw up a petition to the Parliament of Slavonia and the Croatian kingdom 

»that the tenure of all physicians, in a public or general service, reduces to 

thirty for retirement«. Miroslav pl. Čačković proposed to set up a commit-

tee to gather material for Croatian medical terminology.

25th anniversary of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

At the annual session held on January 24, 1899, it was decided to orga-

nize solemn assembly and a small congress on the occasion of the 25th 

 anniversary of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije, to which 

the »Serbian and Bulgarian society« and »physicians from Slovenia and 

Bosnia« would be invited. Th e schedule and rules of the celebration were 

published in the July issue of Liečnički viestnik.

Organized celebration and scientifi c meeting took place on October 

19–21, 1899. It was the fi rst scientifi c medical conference with interna-

tional participation organized by the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i 

Slavonije. Authors from from Rijeka, Zadar, Križevci, Zagreb, Stenjevec, 

Vienna, Sarajevo, Zenica, Teslić, Nova Gradiška and Ljubljana participated 

in the solemn and scientifi c meeting and two scientifi c sessions.

Reports on ceremonial and scientifi c work were published in Lieč-

nički viestnik, but more details with illustrations, tables and charts were 



36

Participants at the celebration of the 25th anniversary 
of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije in 1899.

published in the book Work of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Sla-

vonije on the Occasion of Its 25th Anniversary Celebration (October 20–21, 

1899). Editor of the book published in Zagreb 1899 was Miroslav pl. 

Čačković.

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Sbor, Dr Ladislav Rako-

vac wrote a memorial book, Sbor liečnika kr. Hrvatske i Slavonije from 1874 

to 1899. It contains events related to the existence of the Sbor from the 

 beginning to the 25th year of existence, events related to Liečnički viestnik, 

text suggestions, opinions and memos, reports from the Congress and 

 scientifi c abstracts, biographies and information on the Sbor leaders.

Medical Ethics Codex

In 1899, Dr Fran S. Gundrum-Oriovčanin, city physician in Križevci, 

encouraged establishment of the Medical Ethics Codex, publishing an 

 article entitled About Medical Ethics in Liečnički viestnik. Although this 

proposal was not realized, it was accepted a year later.
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Home page of the book 
Work of the Sbor liečnika 

kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 
on the Occasion of Its 

25th Anniversary Celebration 
(October 20–21, 1899). Printed 

in Zagreb in 1899, edited by 
Dr Miroslav pl. Čačković.

In an attempt to increase the membership, Sbor sent a request for 

 assistance to the respective authorities and disseminated a letter of invita-

tion on January 10, 1890. In this letter, all physicians were called to join 

Sbor in order to cherish medical science, promote scientifi c interests and 

support the impoverished companions, their widows and orphans.

In the year 1900, Dr Milan Kovačević proposed establishment of the 

Medical Chamber of the Kingdom of Croatia and Slavonia but it was not 

accepted. In the same year, Sbor had 417 regular members and 29 members 

in the status of surgeon.
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Home page of the memorial 
book Sbor liečnika kr. Hrvatske 
i Slavonije from 1874 to 1899, 
published in Zagreb in 1899, 
written by Dr Ladislav Rakovac.

New Rules of the Sbor liečnika 
kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

New Rules of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije was 
 published and came into force on January 1, 1900. At the annual general 
session held on January 17, 1900, the Court of Honor was elected for the 
fi rst time with the following members: I. Kosirnik, Š. Švrljuga, I. Th aller, T. 
Wickerhauser and D. Reichwein.

In the early 20th century, physicians began to gather outside of Zagreb 
to discuss current issues. Th us, for example, in 1902, civilian physicians, 
military physicians and pharmacists gathered in Varaždin, which assembly 
approved. In 1903, the subcommittees for tuberculosis prevention and for 
petition for summoning judicial experts were established. A resolution on 
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the establishment of an institution for the consumptive, of the human bac-
teriological institute and a dissection room, and act on the protection of 
the youngest children was submitted to the government. At the session 
held in April 1903, Sbor adopted a resolution to set up the Royal Bacterio-
logical Institute in Križevci, with a desire to establish such an institute in 
Zagreb. In the same year, Dr R. pl. Marković proposed a »draft  act on the 
protection of children, which for salary breed up earners in the kingdom 
of Croatia and Slavonia«, which was accepted and sent to the provincial 
government for approval.

In 1903, Viceroy of the Croatian, Slavonian and Dalmatian kingdom 

brought an order according to which women could perform medical prac-

tice in the area of the Croatian and Slavonian kingdom, under all condi-

tions as men in all fi elds of medicine. Nevertheless, Dr Bohuslava Keck 

remained the only female physician member of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina 

Hrvatske i Slavonije.

At the session held on December 22, 1903, Dr Ladislav Rakovac, presi-

dent, noted that Liečnički viestnik had been published for 25 years.

On December 30, 1903, Croatian dentists held a meeting in Zagreb and 

constituted the Croatian Dentist Cooperative. Medical Chamber was 

founded in Split as a semi-state institution but Dalmatian physicians did 

not accept it. In 1907, all this resulted in establishment of free medical as-

sociations independent of the government, called Free Dalmatian Physi-

cians Organization.

Re-election of Dr Ladislav Rakovac as president

Dr Ladislav Rakovac was elected president again at the annual session 

held on January 24, 1905, but he did not accept it. Given the situation, at 

the monthly session held on February 24, 1905, Dr Vatroslav Schwarz 

 accepted guiding the Sbor as vice president until election of the new 

 president.

At the next annual session held on January 20, 1906, Dr Ladislav Rako-

vac was elected president again and this time he accepted the position. Dr 

Vatroslav Schwarz was elected vice president again. However, Dr Ladislav 

Rakovac died suddenly on April 14, 1906, and Dr Vatroslav Schwarz as 
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vice president guided the Sbor until election of the new president. In mem-

ory of Dr Ladislav Rakovac, the Ladislav Rakovac Foundation was estab-

lished in 1906 to help widows and children of physicians who did not meet 

the conditions for help from the cashier’s aid.

In 1906, Sbor requested governmental permission that practice as a 

physician in Croatia and Slavonia kingdom be only granted to those profi -

cient in the Croatian language. At the end of that year, Sbor had 444 regular 

members, 24 honorary members and 8 corresponding members.



IVAN KOSIRNIK
President of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from January 24, 1907 to January 30, 1913
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Ivan Kosirnik was born in Studenci in Styria in 1847. He graduated 

medicine in 1876 in Graz. Immediately aft er graduation, he began to work 

as an assistant physician at the Department of External Diseases, Bolnica 

milosrdne braće in Zagreb where he stayed until 1878, when he became 

assistant physician at Bolnica milosrdnih sestara. He was appointed pri-

mary physician in 1883 and in 1885 became director of the Bolnica 

 milosrdnih sestara. He worked as a city district physician in Zagreb for ten 

years. In 1894, he was appointed royal provincial health Councilor and at 

the fi rst constituent session was elected president of the Health Council for 

a period of fi ve years. In 1899, he was elected president of the Health Coun-

cil for the second time.

He was the author of several published reports in Liečnički viestnik. Dr 

Kosirnik was retired in 1915, when he was awarded the title of Royal Advi-

sor. In 1891, he prepared a book entitled First Aid in Disasters, published 

by the Community of the Croatian-Slavonian volunteer fi re departments 

and the book Hygiene or the Science of Health for School and Home by Dr 

Eydam, practical physician in Braunschweig. Dr Ivan Kosirnik died in 

 Zagreb on June 18, 1924.

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Dr Ivan Kosirnik became member of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvat-

ske i Slavonije in 1876. He was member of the Sbor Court of Honor from 

1902 to 1906.

At the annual session held on January 24, 1907, Dr Ivan Kosirnik was 

elected president. In the same year, a debate resumed on the profession 

 issues, the new health act, Department of Forensic Medicine at the Uni-

versity of Zagreb, and the need to establish a »professional organization of 

physicians in Croatia and Slavonia«.
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In 1907, Sbor faced a crisis again and Dr Kosirnik as president tried to 

prevent the possible harmful eff ects of internal tensions among members. 

Th erefore, the Sbor approved establishment of a new society named Free 

Medical Organization of Dalmatian Physicians in Split.

Change of the name into Zbor liječnika 
kr. Hrvatske i Slavonije

On May 15, 1908, Liečnički viestnik announced change of the Sbor name 

into Zbor liječnika kr. Hrvatske i Slavonije (Zbor).

On November 30, 1908, representatives of the Zbor attended the cere-

monial laying of the foundation stone for the Provincial Hospital in Šalata, 

which they advocated for more than a decade. Next year, in 1909, the Zbor 

discussed establishment of a new cemetery in Černomerec, the new act on 

insurance of craft smen and employees, organization of the school for 

 physicians and participation of the Zbor at the international congress in 

Budapest.

In 1910, there was discussion about the Royal Provincial Midwifery 

College, construction of the Maternity Hospital and Municipal Children’s 

Dispensary in Zagreb. In the same year, Zbor supported establishment of 

the Rescue Society in Zagreb.

Establishment of the Organizacija liječnika 
okružne blagajne for Croatia and professional 
sections of the Zbor

To protect the interests of physicians employed in social security, a new 

medical association, Organizacija liječnika okružne blagajne for Croatia, 

was established in 1910. In order to encourage and strengthen professional 
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medical work, the fi rst independent professional sections, internist and 

surgical sections, were founded at Zbor in 1911. At the end of the next 

year, the Zbor had 459 regular members, 26 honorary members and six 

corresponding members.

At the annual session held on April 30, 1913, Dr Ivan Kosirnik resigned 

and Dr Dragutin Mašek knight Bosnadolski was appointed new president.



DRAGUTIN MAŠEK KNIGHT BOSNADOLSKI
President of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from January 30, 1913 to January 30, 1919
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Dragutin Mašek knight Bosnadolski was born in 1866 in Zagreb and 

graduated medicine in Graz and Vienna in 1890. Aft er graduation, he 

 returned to Zagreb and worked at Surgical Department, Bolnica milo-

srdnih sestara. Aft er hospital relocation to Vinogradska cesta, he took the 

new Th ird Department as Head Doctor. In addition, he served as the city 

district medical offi  cer and in 1908 he was elected county physician. At his 

Department, the fi rst therapy with injections of salvarzan was applied and 

the fi rst tracheobronchoscopy, fi rst ear trepanation and fi rst extirpation of 

the larynx were performed at his Department.

As president of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije, he 

 advocated opening of the School of Medicine in Zagreb and in 1918 he was 

appointed Professor. As head of the ENT Department, he laid foundation 

for the development of otolaryngology as a specialist discipline in our 

 setting. Dr Dragutin Mašek knight Bosnadolski was president of the Soci-

ety of Abstainers in Croatia and Slavonia and of the Yugoslav League of 

Sobriety. He wrote a book entitled Little Anatomy and Physiology, which 

was published in 1909, and launched a magazine entitled Novi život (New 

Life). Professor Dragutin Mašek died in Zagreb on March 19, 1956.

Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Dr Dragutin Mašek knight Bosnadolski became member of the Zbor 

liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije in 1890. From then on, he served as 

a treasurer, vice president and member of the Court of Honor. At the 

 annual session held on January 30, 1913, he was elected president of the 

Zbor. In those years, the country and the Zbor were faced with the war in 

the Balkans and the World War I.

In 1913, Zbor participated in founding the Croatian Society for Preser-

vation of Public Health in Zagreb, the goal of which was health education 

to facilitate overcoming infectious diseases such as cholera and trachoma. 
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In the same year, thanks to the eff orts of Zbor, dissection room was opened 

at the Public Health Institute in Zagreb.

Th e fi rst attempt to introduce professional training of physicians in 

Croatia occurred in 1914 on the Zbor proposal and the government 

 accepted this initiative. In the same year, Zbor released the Index of Medi-

cal Works at the Zagreb University Library. Th ere was discussion on the 

new rules of the Zbor, but also on changing its name, which was ultimately 

rejected. Th e regular annual general session was held on January 26, 1917, 

aft er a three-year pause.

Opening of the School of Medicine in Zagreb

One of the greatest achievements of the Zbor liječnika kr. Hrvatske i 

Slavonije was opening of the School of Medicine in Zagreb, which started 

to work in December 1917. At the end of 1917, the Zbor had 479 regular 

members, 24 honorary members and fi ve corresponding members.

At the regular annual session held on January 24, 1918, Milan Rojc was 

elected honorary member for his contribution to the opening of the School 

of Medicine.

At the extraordinary general session held on October 25, 1918, a 

 resolution was adopted stating that »Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i 

Slavonije in Zagreb as representative of practicing physicians solemnly 

 declares that always and in every circumstance conclusively and faithfully 

stands by its people and its representative National Council«.

Th e Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was declared on December 

2, 1918.

At the annual general session held on January 30, 1919, Dr Josip Lochert 

was elected new president of the Zbor.



JOSIP LOCHERT
President of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije 

from January 30, 1919 to September 9, 1920
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Josip Lochert was born in Županja in 1871 and studied medicine in 

Graz. Aft er graduation in 1898, he came to Zagreb where he worked as 

hospital physician at the Foundation Hospital, then as primary physician 

at the Military Hospital and as hospital physician at the Sisters of Charity 

Hospital. He also worked as town physician in Bosanska Dubica, as 

 municipal physician in Vinica and as bathing physician in Varaždinske 

Toplice. During World War I, he worked as a military physician in Osijek 

and Varaždin and in Čačak in Serbia.

In 1918, he became chief physician of the Military Medical Corps of the 

National Council, and a year later he approached the Health Department 

of the Croatian and Slavonian government. In 1920, as head of the Depart-

ment, he was responsible for leading the Croatian health policy. Dr Josip 

Lochert was responsible for establishing the fi rst School for Nurse Assis-

tants in Croatia, i.e. School for Nurses in Zagreb, which was founded in 

1921.

Dr Josip Lochert was also member of the Board for the Construction 

and Renovation of the School of Public Health in Zagreb in 1925. In 1925, 

he ceased to be head of the Health Department of Croatian and Slavonian 

government and became head physician of the Bratimska blagajna and 

head physician in Varaždinske Toplice. He equipped the Modern Hospital 

Infi rmary in Zagreb at the beginning of World War II, which later became 

Hospital for the Injured. Dr Lochert became head of the Public Committee 

in Zagreb and director of the Hospital for the Injured of the National Insti-

tute for Social Insurance in 1945.

He was very active in sports, so was president of the Croatian Tennis 

League, Academic Tennis Club and fi rst president of the Slavia Trade 

Union Gym Society. Dr Josip Lochert died in Zagreb on May 1, 1946.

Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije

Josip Lochert became member of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske 

i Slavonije in 1899 and in 1919 was elected president. In the same year, 
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initiative for the establishment of a single state medical society was laun-

ched and an extraordinary sesssion was held to discuss draft  rules for the 

Physician Association of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.

On December 9, 1919, Dr Josip Lochert convened an extraordinary 

general session at which the approach of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina 

Hrvatske i Slavonije to the Association of Yugoslav Physicians, i.e. Yugoslav 

Medical Society, was discussed. In 1920, Dr Josip Lochert organized the 

Second Annual Meeting of the Yugoslav Medical Society to strengthen the 

role and infl uence of the Zbor liječnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije.

Change of the name into Zbor liječnika 
Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja in Zagreb 
and adoption of the new rules of the Zbor

At the regular annual session held on January 21, 1920, Zbor liječnika 

kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije changed its name to Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, 

Slavonije i Medjumurja in Zagreb and accepted the new rules of the Zbor.

Aft er becoming head of the Health Department, in 1920 Dr Josip 

 Lochert in resigned as president of the Zbor, and Dr Aleksandar Blašković 

was elected new president.



ALEKSANDAR BLAŠKOVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from September 9, 1920 to January 25, 1923
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Aleksandar Blašković was born in Varaždin in 1882. He fi nished 

School of Medicine in Budapest and Vienna, aft er which he came to 

Zagreb, where he worked as a physician at Sisters of Charity Hospital. In 

1911, he became head of Department at the hospital in Osijek, where he 

remained until 1914, when was captured in Galicia. In the Russian captiv-

ity he remained until 1918; then he returned to Zagreb and took over the 

work in urology and dermatovenereology.

In 1928, at Bolnica milosrdnih sestara he established the fi rst indepen-

dent Department of Urology in Croatia. Dr Aleksandar Blašković will be 

remembered as the fi rst person who performed major surgical operations. 

For example, in 1920, he performed the fi rst nephrotomy and nephrecto-

my, in 1921 fi rst Coff ey bilateral ureterosigmoidostomy, in 1922 fi rst six 

transnasal hypophysectomies, in 1924 fi rst perineal prostatectomy, and 

many others.

In 1927, he was elected Honorary Professor of Urology at the School of 

Medicine in Zagreb and in 1944 was elected Professor at Department of 

Urology. With his work and eff orts, he is credited for confi rmation of urol-

ogy as an independent medical fi eld and was founder of the fi rst Urological 

School.

Dr Aleksandar Blašković was one of the authors of the book entitled 

Th e Clinic and Th erapy of Kidney Disease, published in 1939. He also wrote 

15 papers in the fi eld of urology. Professor Aleksandar Blašković died in 

Zagreb on March 27, 1953.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

Dr Aleksandar Blašković became member of the Zbor liječnika kralje-

vina Hrvatske i Slavonije in 1908 and in 1920 was elected president.

In the same year, new professional sections started working in the 

Zbor: Section of Social Medicine, Dermatovenereological Section, Surgical 
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Section, Internal Section and Treasury Physicians Section. Th ere was a 

growing debate about the new act on the organization of health-sanitation, 

profession issues and establishment of the Medical Chamber, which would 

completely take care of the profession and material interests of physi-

cians.

Second Meeting of Yugoslav Physicians for Operative Medicine was held 

in Zagreb in 1921 and in the same year Dr Miroslav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski 

became president of the Yugoslav Medical Society.

Dr Jelovšek, Secretary of the Zbor, states that during 1922 the work in 

sections was livelier, the ENT Section was founded, the Internist and Sur-

gical Sections successfully operated and Dermatovenereological Section 

was especially active. During those years, the Zbor had 597 regular mem-

bers, 21 honorary members and 12 corresponding members.



MIROSLAV PL. ČAČKOVIĆ-VRHOVINSKI
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from January 25, 1923 to December 30, 1924
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Miroslav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski was son of the famous physician 

Vladoje Čačković, to whose call founders of the Sbor liečnika kraljevina 

Hrvatske i Slavonije responded in 1874. Miroslav pl. Čačković was born in 

Zagreb in 1865 and fi nished School of Medicine in Vienna in 1895. Aft er 

graduation, he worked as Dr Th eodore Wickerhauser’s student and assis-

tant at Bolnica milosrdnih sestara in Zagreb. At the Hospital, he fi rst 

worked as a physician assistant, then as Head Doctor, and then as head of 

the Surgical Department.

In 1908, he was appointed county physician of Zagreb. Dr Miroslav pl. 

Čačković-Vrhovinski was one of the three founders of the School of Medi-

cine at University of Zagreb. In 1918, he was elected Professor of Surgery 

and the fi rst Dean of the School of Medicine in Zagreb. He was also the 

fi rst to perform a series of surgical procedures, especially in the fi eld of 

abdominal surgery and neurosurgery.

Dr Miroslav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski was a prolifi c writer and he pub-

lished a number of scientifi c and technical medical papers in Liječnički 

vjesnik and in some foreign medical journals. He wrote and edited the 

 introduction of the book entitled Memorial to Dr T. Wickerhauser on the 

25th Anniversary of the Work at Bolnica milosrdnih sestara in Zagreb. In 

1927, he published a fi rst-aid manual entitled First Aid in Accidents and 

Sudden Illness, and a year later he published the book entitled Patient 

 Medical History with Special Reference to Surgery.

He was honorary member of many societies, such as the Serbian Medi-

cal Society, Slovene Medical Society, Matica Hrvatska, and Yugoslav Acad-

emy Supporting Society; from 1921, he was president of the Yugoslav 

Medical Society. He will be remembered as the founder and main employ-

ee of the Rescue Society in Zagreb. From 1924, he was president of the 

Public University. Professor Miroslav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski died in 

 Zagreb on June 29, 1930.
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Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

Dr Miroslav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski became member of the Sbor in 

1895 and since then he was a board member, librarian, vice president and 

member of the Court of Honor. He was also one of the main organizers of 

the 25th anniversary of the Sbor in 1899 and editor of the book Work of the 

Sbor liečnika kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije on the Occasion of its 25th 

 Anniversary (October 20–21, 1899), which was published in 1899 in 

Zagreb. He was also editor of Liječnički vjesnik for several years.

Establishment of the Medical Chamber 
for Croatia, Slavonia and Medjumurje

He was elected president of the Zbor at the annual general session held 

in 1923, in recognition of the many years of his eff orts and work.

In the same year, Medical Chamber of Croatia, Slavonia and Medji-

murje was founded in Zagreb.

At the annual session held on January 25, 1924, the proposal to rename 

the Zbor into the Croatian Medical Society was considered but the Com-

mittee and the Assembly did not accept the proposal.

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 
Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

On October 1, 1924, the 50th anniversary of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, 

Slavonije i Medjumurja was celebrated in the Parliamentary Hall in Zagreb. 

Th e celebration included a professional symposium, i.e. the Yugoslav 

Medical Society Congress. Dr Silvije Ciraki prepared and published a 

 memorial book Zbor liječnika Hrvatske-Slavonije-Medjumurja 1900–1924. 

Municipal children’s dispensary and medical-pharmaceutical exhibition 

was also organized.

At the end of 1924, Zbor had 647 regular, 17 honorary and 11 corre-

sponding members.
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At the regular monthly session held on December 30, 1924, Dr Miro-

slav pl. Čačković-Vrhovinski resigned and Dr M. Sertić, vice president, led 

the Zbor until the next session held on January 25, 1925. At that session, Dr 

Aleksandar Blašković was re-elected president.



ALEKSANDAR BLAŠKOVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from January 24, 1925 to January 29, 1927



62

Zagreb in the early 20th century.

At the annual general session held on January 25, 1925, Dr Aleksandar 

Blašković was elected president. In the same year, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, 

Slavonije i Medjumurja in Zagreb fi led petitions on proper socialization of 

medicine, the right of the conferral of medical practice, residency, intern-

ship, establishment of the Inspectorate, medical advice and Ministry of 

Health. A health organization draft  compiled by Dr Vinko Gregorič was 

also discussed.

At the end of 1925, the Zbor had 675 regular, 16 honorary and 11 cor-

responding members.

In 1927, with great attention Zbor followed the situation of medical sci-

ences at the School of Medicine in Zagreb, discussed public health, estab-

lishment of the Croatian Medical Home and supporting the widows and 

children of deceased physicians. At the Congress of the Yugoslav Medical 

Society, tuberculosis in Croatia and Slavonia, endangered interests of prac-

ticing physicians, policy and institutions of social medicine, and views of 

the Ministry of Health were discussed.

On January 29, 1927, Dr Karlo Radoničić was elected president of the 

Zbor.



KARLO RADONIČIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from January 29, 1927 to February 8, 1930
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Karlo Radoničić was born in Trieste in 1879. Aft er fi nishing School of 

Medicine in Vienna in 1906, he began to work there in the General Hospi-

tal at Professor Ortner’s Department. In 1907, he moved to Innsbruck with 

Professor Ortner, where he worked as his assistant and collaborator. He 

returned to Vienna in 1911 and then worked as assistant at Professor Ort-

ner’s II Medical-Internal Dpartment, where he took over the leadership of 

Radiology Division. He was also head physician in the Military Hospital in 

Vienna.

In 1919, he was elected Professor of Internal Medicine at the School of 

Medicine in Zagreb and head of the Medical Department. When he came 

to Zagreb he founded Medical (Internal) Department, where the fi rst lec-

tures and exercises began in 1920. He was also president of the University 

of Zagreb and dean of the School of Medicine in Zagreb.

During his lifetime, he devoted himself to the study of clinical physical 

therapy of rheumatic diseases, diagnosis of myocardial, bowel and chronic 

fi brous mediastinitis. In particular, he was dealing with the problems of 

blood circulation in the liver, liver pathophysiology, clinical problems, 

laboratory and radiographic diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the 

liver and mediastinal tumors, and was the fi rst to describe paradoxical 

breathing with paralysis of the diaphragm, called the symptom of Radoničić. 

In 1930, he was elected member of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and 

Arts in Zagreb. He founded the House of University Graduates. Professor 

Karlo Radoničić died in Zagreb on November 12, 1935.

Zbor liječnika 
Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

Dr Karlo Radoničić became member of Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavo-

nije i Medjumurja in 1918 and in 1927 was elected president. In the same 

year, the Zbor started publishing Medicinska biblioteka on current medical 

and practical problems.

In his welcome speech at the annual session held on February 11, 1928, 

Dr Karlo Radoničić emphasized that »…aft er a long period of waiting 
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April 25, 1931, Celebration in the area of the ruined Foundation Hospital 
in Harmica

and eff orts to build their own home, a building plot in extending Račkova 

ulica was allocated free of charge ... «.

His tenure was marked by international cooperation, so experts from 

abroad accepted his call to give lectures in the Zbor. Dr Kamilo pl. Farkaš 

actively participated and represented the Zbor at the meeting of the In-

ternational Medical Society in Paris, Professor Miroslav pl. Čačković-

-Vrhovinski represented the Zbor at the Panslavic Medical Congress in 

Warsaw and Professor Aleksandar Blašković at the Board Meeting of the 

Slavic Medical Association in Prague.

50th anniversary of Liječnički vjesnik publication

At the extraordinary annual general session held in 1928, the need of 

reorganizing Liječnički vjesnik was recognized. In the same year, the Zbor 

celebrated the 50th anniversary of Liječnički vjesnik publication.
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In 1929, the Committee of the Zbor invited members to establish local 

committees. From 1929, Medical Chamber included Dalmatia and oper-

ated under the name Medical Chamber of Savska Banovina.

In the next year, at the annual session the Committee of the Zbor sub-

mitted a proposal for discussion on the construction of the Croatian Med-

ical Home. Th e new Rules of the Court of Honor Procedure were also ac-

cepted and Dr Janko Božić was elected president.



JANKO BOŽIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from February 8, 1930 to January 30, 1932
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Janko Božić was born in Zagreb in 1889. He studied medicine in 

 Vienna, Prague and Innsbruck. He began his career as a hospital physician 

at the Internal Department of the Bolnica milosrdnih sestara in Zagreb. He 

worked as a physician on the battlefi elds during World War I and aft er the 

war he returned to Zagreb and started residency in dermatovenereology.

He founded the City Clinic for Dermatology and Venereology in Za-

greb in 1921, the fi rst skin-venereal clinic in Croatia. In 1927, he published 

a manual entitled Syphilis and Its Treatment, and in 1933 a manual entitled 

Examination and Teatment of Male Gonorrhea.

In Liječnički vjesnik, he published a series of articles in the fi eld of der-

matology and treatment of syphilis. He was retired in 1952, aft er having 

held the position of the head of the Dermato-Venereal Dispensary in Za-

greb for almost his entire career. In 1967, he was elected honorary member 

of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske in recognition of many years of eff ort and 

work in the fi eld of dermatovenereology. Dr Janko Božić died in Zagreb on 

April 26, 1975.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

Dr Janko Božić became member of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavo-

nije i Medjumurja in 1915, aft er which he served as secretary, vice council-

man and member of the Zbor Court of Honor. He was elected president of 

the Zbor on February 8, 1930.
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Excerpt from the rules 
of the Cooperative to build 

the Croatian Medical Home 
in Zagreb.

Cooperative constituent assembly to build 
the Croatian Medical Home

According to the announcement, the Cooperative constituent assembly 

to build the Croatian Medical Home with limited warranty in Zagreb was 

held on April 15, 1930, at which the rules were proposed and accepted of 

the Cooperative to build the Croatian Medical Home, which regulated the 

name, membership and operation of the Cooperative.

Th e fi rst annual session of the Economic Section 
and III Slavic Medical Congress in Split

During the term of Dr Josip Božić as president, the fi rst annual session 

of the Economic Section, founded in 1929, was held on December 29, 
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1930. In 1930, the III Slavic Medical Congress was held in Split, with rheu-

matism, sea climatology and position of physicians in Slavic countries as 

the main topics.

An extraordinary general session was convened in October 1931 in 

connection with the resignation of the Economic Section as a ‘professional 

organization’ to encourage adoption of the Rules of Procedure-Regulations 

of this section in accordance with the rules and tradition of the Zbor.

In the same month, the Rules of the Procedure of the Physician Section 

of Zagreb at Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja were adopted 

at the regular monthly session.

At the regular annual session held on January 30, 1932, the good work 

of sections and local committees was highlighted, especially of the Physi-

cians Club in Osijek and Vinkovci. At that session, Dr Petar Ćulumović 

was elected president.



PAVAO ĆULUMOVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from January 30, 1932 to January 26, 1935
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Pavao Ćulumović was born in St. Juraj near Senj in 1868. In 1893, he 

fi nished School of Medicine in Graz and started working in the hospitals 

in Osijek, Ogulin and Bjelovar. In Osijek, he worked as secondary physi-

cian in the Provincial Hospital until 1895. Subsequently, he was appointed 

director and primary physician of the County Hospital in Ogulin. He was 

the fi rst to diagnose acromegaly and recognize pellagra, which was fi rst 

known as chronic gastroenteritis and solar erythema diagnosis. In the 

 beginning of 1909, he was transferred to the County Hospital in Bjelovar 

and at the end of the year he went into the service at the Brothers of 

Charity Hospital. Th ere he was appointed director and head of the Internal 

Department.

Dr Pavao Ćulumović was also the fi rst to introduce systematic labora-

tory diagnosis of internal diseases. He advocated improvement of public 

health services and feudal position of physicians, and was distinguished as 

an educator. In 1955, he was elected honorary member of the Zbor liječnika 

Hrvatske. He died in Zagreb on November 12, 1963, and a medal of the 

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Pavao Ćulumović plaque and honorary scroll, was 

established in memory of his contribution to scientifi c work. Currently, 

CMA awards the medal for highly valued achievements in the fi eld of 

medical science.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

Dr Pavao Ćulumović became member of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, 

Slavonije i Medjumurja in 1893. On January 30, 1932 he was elected presi-

dent.

In 1933, the Zbor discussed the reform of the study of medicine. Cele-

bration of the 60th anniversary of the Zbor was planned in 1934, however, 

it was not held due to the death of king Alexander.

During his tenure, there were tensions between members of the Zbor 

and at the annual general session held on January 26, 1935, Vladimir 

Ćepulić was elected president.



VLADIMIR ĆEPULIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije 

i Medjumurja from January 26, 1935 to September 30, 1945
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Vladimir Ćepulić was born in Novi Vinodolski in 1891. He attended 
School of Medicine in Vienna, Innsbruck and Berlin, and aft er graduation 
he worked as assistant in Surgical Department of the Red Cross Hospital 
and in Orthopedic Hospital in Zagreb. Aft er that, he went to Leysin for 
training in phthysiology, then to Internal and Surgical Departments in 
Berlin, and at the end of 1920 he resided at Internal Department, Division 
of Immunology and Research of Tuberculosis in Hamburg.

In 1920, he established Department of Tuberculosis in the Foundation 
Hospital in Zagreb and was appointed Head Doctor and head of the 
 Department. A year later, in 1921, in the Foundation Hospital he founded 
the fi rst Antituberculosis Dispensary in northern Croatia. He also pro-
posed establishment of the school for nurse assistants in Zagreb, which 
was realized on January 15, 1921, with him as director. Th e fi rst School for 
Nurses in Zagreb was established owing to his eff orts.

In 1934, Professor Vladimir Ćepulić founded the Institute for Tubercu-
losis, linking the respective hospital department and Antituberculosis Dis-
pensary. From 1927, he taught at the School of Medicine in Zagreb as part-
time Professor and in 1942 he became Professor of Phthysiology at De-
partment of General and Specialized Internal Medicine. From 1950, he 
was director of the Hospital for Tuberculosis in Rockefellerova ulica in 
Zagreb and in 1958 he was elected head of the Department for Tuberculo-
sis Control at the Hygienic Institute in Zagreb.

Trying to spread the knowledge about tuberculosis, in 1927 he pub-
lished the book entitled Pulmonary Tuberculosis, in 1928 the book Tuber-
culosis of Bone and Joints, and in 1934 the book Tuberculosis. During his 
lifetime, he was investigating the biological characteristics of the causative 
agent of tuberculosis, the problem of allergy and immunity in tuberculosis, 
tuberculin test condition, the ratio of tuberculous infection and disease, 
the etiology, pathogenesis and treatment of tuberculosis. As the offi  cial 
representative of the State, he participated in international conferences on 
tuberculosis in Brussels, Lausanne, Washington, Rome, Oslo, Th e Hague 
and Warsaw. In 1922, he became advisor of the International Union against 
Tuberculosis in Paris.

In 1928, he organized the Society for Prevention of Tuberculosis in 
 Zagreb and was its longtime president. In 1934, he was elected president of 
the Yugoslav Phthysiology Society. He died in Zagreb on March 24, 1964.
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Notice on the Medical 
Association action and starting 

Croatian Medical Home 
construction.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja

In 1915, Professor Vladimir Ćepulić became member of the Zbor liječ-

nika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja. On January 26, 1932, he was elected 

president.

Construction of the Croatian Medical Home

Construction of the Croatian Medical Home started in 1935 and it was 

solemnly opened on January 30, 1937. On that day, the fi rst annual session 

was held in the Main Hall of the Croatian Medical Home.

During Professor Vladimir Ćepulić’s term of offi  ce, monthly sessions 

and activities of the internal, surgical, pediatric and dermatovenereology 

sections were revived; the ophthalmology, radiology, phthisiology, social 
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Hrvatski dnevnik announces 
opening of the Croatian 
Medical Home.

Jutarnji list reports 
on the opening 

of the Croatian Medical Home.

medicine sections and sections for the history of medicine were established 

in 1936, and the neurology-psychiatry section in 1937. Along with Liječnički 

vjesnik, publication of books in the Medical Library series was announced 

and a small library collection of Liječnički vjesnik reprints of certain chap-

ters, lectures, etc. was gathered in a special book. In 1935, a special section 



77

intended for publication of foreign language articles and lectures held at 

the Zbor was added in Liječnički vjesnik.

At the annual session held on January 30, 1937, Dr Ante Vuletić, 

Liječnički vjesnik Editor-in-Chief, launched a debate on issuing a scientifi c 

medical journal named Acta Medica Croatica. He also proposed establish-

ment of the Committee for Developing Unique Terminology and Language 

Preservation, which was approved.

60th anniversary of the publication of Liječnički vjesnik 
and 65th anniversary of the Zbor

A new initiative appeared to conduct a survey on health care in the 

countryside. Sociomedical analysis of the living conditions of the country-

side workers and residents was published in Liječnički vjesnik. During 

1938, Liječnički vjesnik marked the 60th anniversary of the publication and 

65th anniversary of the Zbor by publishing expanded issues, an anniversary 

double issue devoted to the history of medicine and a special dermatove-

nereological and sociomedical issue.

Th e fi rst International Congress on the History of Medicine was held in 

Zagreb in 1938, organized by the Zbor and its Section for the History of 

Medicine.

Professor Vladimir Ćepulić studied the history of the Zbor and pub-

lished several publications on the subject. In 1937, he published a promo-

tional work entitled A Brief History of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Sla-

vonije i Medjumurja, in Croatian, French, German and English languages. 

In the next year, he published the work entitled Bibliography of Medical 

Literature and Related Areas.

New Rules of the Zbor and changing name 
into Croatian Medical Association

Th e new rules of the Zbor were accepted at an extraordinary session 

convened aft er the establishment of the Croatian Banovina, held in 1939. 
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Based on these rules, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, Slavonije i Medjumurja 

changed name into Croatian Medical Association (CMA), while previous 

sections and local committees became CMA societies. Now, the Chamber 

acted as Medical Chamber of the Croatian Banovina and from 1941 as 

Medical Chamber of the Independent Croatian State.

On April 11, 1942, at a solemn session of the CMA, a decision on fi nal 

preparations for opening of the Croatian Academy for Training of Physi-

cians in Zagreb was adopted and it was offi  cially opened on September 30, 

1942.

70th anniversary of the Croatian Medical Association

In January 1944, the annual general conference began with solemn 

marking of the 70th anniversary of the CMA. On this occasion, the Muse-

um of the History of Health Care in Croatia was opened to commemorate 

the 70th anniversary of the CMA.

At the end of 1944, CMA had 847 regular, 27 honorary and 7 corre-

sponding members.



SREĆKO ŠILOVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from September 30, 1945 to 1946
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Srećko Šilović was born in Praputnjak near Sušak in 1885. He studied 

medicine in Vienna and aft er graduation he went to Brazil where he worked 

as general practitioner until the end of World War II. In 1920, he returned 

to Croatia and began working as a physician in Gynecology Clinic in 

 Zagreb and started residency in gynecology. In today’s Merkur University 

Hospital, he established a new gynecological department in 1935. During 

the war, he was elected ZAVNOH (State Anti-Fascist Council for the 

 National Liberation of Croatia) councilor. Aft er World War II, he was 

 deputy minister of public health of the People’s Republic of Croatia and in 

1947 was appointed ambassador in Brazil and Mexico. Upon his return 

from Mexico he continued working at the Gynecological Department in 

Dr Ozren Novosel Hospital, now Merkur University Hospital, where he 

worked until his retirement in 1957. Dr Srećko Šilović died in Zagreb in 

1960.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Dr Srećko Šilović became member of the Zbor liečnika kraljevina 
Hrvatske i Slavonije in 1911, and a year later he took over editorship of the 
journal Liječnički vjesnik.

At an extraordinary annual general session held on September 30, 1945, 
Dr Srećko Šilović became president of the Zbor. Th en he accepted a pro-
posal to change the name of the society into Zbor liječnika Hrvatske and 
accepted establishment of the Section of Sports Medicine. Adoption of the 
new regulations was initiated, according to which a regular member of the 
Zbor liječnika Hrvatske could be every physician that is citizen of the 
 Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia.

In 1945, the Chamber changed its name to Medical Chamber of the 
Federal State of Croatia. However, on February 15, 1946, the Ministry of 
Public Health of the former Yugoslavia suspended operation of the Medi-
cal Chamber of Zagreb only by a respective notice published in the Offi  cial 
Gazette.

In 1947, at the annual general session, Zbor lost the social class signifi -

cance and acquired grounds for operation as a professional society. Dr 

Gustav Forenbacher was elected president.



AUGUST-GUSTAV FORENBAHER 
(FORENBACHER)

President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from February 23, 1947 to March 30, 1958
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August Gustav Forenbaher (Forenbacher) was born in Fužine in 1891. 

He fi nished School of Medicine in Graz, when he went to the front and 

remained there until the end of World War II. Aft er completing residency 

in dermatovenereology in Vienna in 1920, he got employed at Dermatove-

nereology Department of the Foundation Hospital, at fi rst as assistant and 

then as primary physician and head of the Department of Dermatology 

and Venereology. In addition to this, he worked in his own private offi  ce.

In 1941, he was appointed head of the Department of Dermatology and 

Venereology at State Hospital in Banja Luka. Aft er three years of working 

in Banja Luka, he returned to Zagreb and started working at the Bolnica 

milosrdnih sestara (later Dr Mladen Stojanović Hospital), where he worked 

as Head Doctor and head of the Department of Dermatology and Vene-

reology and as Hospital director.

In 1945, he published a paper entitled My Syphilis Observations in 

 Bosnia (Annex: Epidemiology and Clinic of Bosnian Syphilis) in Liječnički 

vjesnik. In 1952, he wrote about the Sixth General Assembly of the World 

Medical Association, in 1954 about contributions to the CMA Museum, 

and in 1958 about the fi rst 80 years of Liječnički vjesnik.

In 1945, Dr Gustav Forenbacher was elected vice president of the Croa-

tian Dermatovenereological Society, Dermatovenereology Section of the 

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske. He was president of the Association of Medical 

Societies of Yugoslavia from 1950 to 1953. He died in Zagreb on April 19, 

1982.
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New rules of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske from 1955.

Plaque on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.
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Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

At the general session held on February 23, 1947, Dr Gustav Foren-

bacher was elected president of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.

Th e First Postwar Congress of Croatian Physicians was held in 1954. 

Th e new rules of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske were adopted in the same year 

and offi  cially confi rmed in 1955; also, the 80th anniversary of the Zbor was 

celebrated.

In 1958, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske had 2601 members, 22 branches and 

23 professional sections.



SERGIJE DOGAN
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from March 30, 1958 to April 22, 1960
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Sergije Dogan was born in 1916 in Šibenik and fi nished School of 

Medicine in Zagreb in 1940. Aft er residency in neurology and psychiatry 

at the Hospital for Nervous and Mental Diseases of the School of Medicine 

in Zagreb, he was employed in the same institution as physician and 

 assistant. In 1965, he was elected Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry at 

the School of Medicine in Zagreb. Dr Sergije Dogan was head of the Neu-

rological-Psychiatric Department and Clinic of the School of Medicine in 

Zagreb and head of the Clinical Department of Neurology and Depart-

ment of Neuropathology from 1974. He founded scientifi c research of the 

nervous system at the Zagreb University Hospital Center in Zagreb.

Merits go to Dr Sergije Dogan for the development of electroencepha-

lography, construction and manufacture of the fi rst EEG machine in Yugo-

slavia, and he also contributed to improvement of the methods of neuro-

logical rehabilitation. He was lecturer at the School of Medicine in Zagreb 

and Rijeka as well as at the Special Education College and School of the 

Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb. He was dean of the School of 

Medicine in Zagreb for four years.

It is also important to note that he was editor of the journal entitled 

Neurology and member of the Editorial Board of Neuropsychiatry, Archives 

de l’Union Medicale Balkanique and Zeitschrift  für Neurologie.

Dr Sergije Dogan died on April 17, 1979 in Počitelj.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Professor Sergije Dogan was elected CMA president on March 30, 1958 

at the regular annual session.

During his term of offi  ce, he faced a series of problems such as the issue 

of medical education, professional training, postgraduate study and spe-

cialization, the new act on the organization of health care, working condi-

tions in the health sector, professional level of medical care, lack of physi-

cian involvement in health education, and poor conditions for scientifi c 

research in Croatia. It was discussed at the CMA annual session held on 

April 23, 1960.

Previously, at the annual session held on April 22, 1960, Professor 

Nikola Peršić was elected president of the CMA.



NIKOLA PERŠIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from April 22, 1960 to April 24, 1965
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Nikola Peršić was born in Neum in 1920. He fi nished School of Medi-
cine in Zagreb, aft er which he started working as assistant at the Depart-
ment for Nervous and Mental Diseases, School of Medicine in Zagreb. In 
1952, he completed residency in neurology and psychiatry and then 
 became administrator of the Psychiatric Department of the Clinical 
 Department of Neurology and Psychiatry. He was elected Professor at the 
School of Medicine in Zagreb in 1969.

He founded and headed Clinical Department of Psychiatry and 
 Department of Psychiatry with Medical Psychology and Mental Hygiene. 
Later on, the fi rst Department of Social Psychiatry in Yugoslavia was estab-
lished and the fi rst Social Psychiatry Congress organized at the Clinical 
Department of Psychiatry.

In 1971, he edited the book entitled Socijalna psihijatrija (Social Psy-
chiatry), and in 1973 launched the journal entitled Socijalna psihijatrija 
(Social Psychiatry).

He became president of the Association of Neurologists and Psychia-
trists of Yugoslavia in 1964 and was president of the Commission for 
 Neurological-Psychiatric Service of the Council for Public Health of the 
Federal Republic of Croatia, Commission of the Republic Institute for 
Health Protection and Foundation for the Protection and Promotion of 
Mental Health of the Federal Republic of Croatia.

In 1970, he was elected vice-dean of the School of Medicine in Zagreb. 
He received several awards for many years of eff ort and work, among 
 others charter for lifetime activity in the fi eld of psychiatry, Zagreb City 
award and gold medal with ribbon of the Republic of Czechoslovakia.

He died in Zagreb on June 11, 2009.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Professor Nikola Peršić became member of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

in 1948 and was elected president on April 22, 1960.
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Establishment of the Commission 
for Scientifi c Research

During his tenure in 1961, Commission for Scientifi c Research was 

 established to encourage scientifi c research in the Zbor. Its fi rst president 

was Dr Arpad Hahn and in 1963 the duty was taken over by Nikola Peršić. 

In 1971, Dr Nikola Peršić was one of the founders and fi rst president of the 

Academy of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, today known as the Academy of 

Medical Sciences of Croatia.

In 1962, it was decided that Liječnički vjesnik be published as a monthly 

magazine and upon the request of the U.S. National Library, also in Eng-

lish language.

Th e question of adoption 
of the Health Workers Ethics Code

At the plenary session of the Alliance Medical Associations of Yugosla-

via in 1963, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske posed the question of adoption of the 

Health Workers Ethics Code in the preparation of which Dr Nikola Peršić 

was involved.

Zbor celebrated its 90th anniversary in 1964 and the Th ird Congress of 

Croatian Physicians was held on this occasion.

In 1965, Dr Stojan Knežević was elected president of the Zbor liječnika 

Hrvatske.



STOJAN KNEŽEVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from April 24, 1965 to November 15, 1974
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Stojan Knežević was born in Split in 1923. He graduated medicine in 

Zagreb, started residency in internal medicine in 1953 at Dr J. Kajfeš 

 Hospital, today Sveti Duh University Hospital, to continue at the Clinical 

Department of Internal Medicine, Zagreb University Hospital Center. 

 Aft er passing specialist exam, he was elected assistant at the Clinical 

 Department of Internal Medicine, Zagreb University Hospital Center. In 

1978, he became Professor at the School of Medicine in Zagreb.

Dr Stojan Knežević is the author of ten books of internal medicine, 

several medical books and many scientifi c and professional articles. For his 

work he received several awards, such as the Order of the Republic with 

silver wreath, Order of the Brotherhood and Unity with golden wreath, 

Order of Merit with golden wreath, and Paul Ćulumović and Ladislav 

 Rakovac honorary scrolls.

He died in Zagreb on July 25, 2009.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Professor Stojan Knežević became member of the Zbor liječnika 

Hrvatske in 1952 and was elected its president on April 24, 1965. He was 

one of the founders and member of the Zbor Commission of the Main 

Committee for Scientifi c Work.

In 1967, the Club of the Zbor was established where members would 

gather and engage in leisure activities. Th is prompted the establishment of 

art and music sections. Th e offi  cial anthem of Croatian physicians, a song 

entitled Carmen Medicorum, written by the choir director Rudolf Matz, 

was created In the Music Section.

New Articles of Association of the Zbor 
and establishment of the Academy 
of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske got the new Articles of Association in 1971. On 

February 26, the Commission for Scientifi c Research established the Acad-

emy of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, today Academy of Medical Sciences of 

Croatia. Dr August-Gustav Forenbacher, long-time president of the Zbor, 
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Academy of the 
Zbor liječnika Hrvatske, today 
Academy of Medical Sciences 

of Croatia, was founded on 
February 26, 1971.

Hall in the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske fi lled with festive session participants.
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was the fi rst elected member of the Academy. From 1983, Dr Stojan Knežević 

was president of the Academy and Editor-in-Chief of the journal Acta Med-

ica Croatica, the offi  cial journal of the Academy, for several years.

In 1971, Zbor liječnika Hrvatske introduced Ladislav Rakovac and Paul 

Ćulumović honorary scrolls and commemorative plaques for prominent 

scientifi c work.

100th Anniversary 
of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Th e 100th anniversary of the Zbor liječnika 

Hrvatske was celebrated on February 24, 

1974. Th e celebration began with a ceremo-

ny at the Croatian National Th eater. A pub-

lication entitled Croatian Medical Associa-

tion 1874–1974 was printed on that occasion 

in Zagreb. In the same year, a new Articles 

of Association of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

giving it the status of a socio-political orga-

nization was adopted in the same year. Now, 

the Zbor had about 4000 members.

Main Committee and Physicians Singers of the Zbor during solemn celebration 
of the 100th anniversary at the Croatian National Th eater in 1974.

Plaque on the 
100th anniversary of the 
Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.



FRANJO KOSOKOVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from November 15, 1974 to April 5, 1982





97

Home page of the special issue 
of Liječnički vjesnik, printed on the 
occasion of the 100th anniversary, 

which is characterized by a unique 
visual design of the front page.

Franjo Kosoković was born in Karlovac in 1924 and studied medicine 
in Zagreb. Aft er graduation in 1951, he worked as a physician in the Raša 
Mining Hospital. In 1954, he was elected deputy director of the Maksimir 
Health Center in Zagreb. Aft er passing specialist exam in otorhinolaryn-
gology, he worked as an ENT specialist in the Maksimir General Practice 
Dispensary and from 1960 in the Clinical ENT Department, Zagreb Uni-
versity Hospital Center. In 1979, he became Professor of Otorhinolaryn-
gology and then head of the Clinical ENT Department of the Zagreb 
School of Medicine. During his lifetime, he particularly researched the 
clinic and therapy of the head and 
neck tumors, functional laryngeal 
 surgery in malignant tumors, and 
clinic and therapy of peripheral 
nerve palsy.

He died in Zagreb on August 10, 

2008.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

In November 1974, Professor 

Franjo Kosoković was elected pre-

sident of the Zbor liječnika Hrvat-

ske.

Th e 100th anniversary of the 

publishing of Liječnički vjesnik was 

celebrated in 1977. On that occa-

sion, the Bibliography of Liječnički 

vjesnik 1877–1977 was published. 

In the next year, Liječnički vjesnik 

faced serious diffi  culties due to fi -

nancial problems.
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New Articles of Associations of the Zbor

At an extraordinary session held on November 20, 1980, a new Articles 

of Association was brought defi ning self-governing bodies of the Zbor: 

 Assembly of the Zbor, Presidency of the Assembly, Supervisory Commit-

tee and the Court of Honor.

At the election session held on March 30, 1981, Professor Franjo 

Kosoković was elected fi rst president of the Presidency of Zbor liječnika 

Hrvatske.



PREDRAG DROBNJAK
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from April 5, 1982 to April 9, 1984



100

Predrag Drobnjak was born in Sarajevo in 1924 and fi nished School of 
Medicine in Zagreb. Aft er completion of the internship in 1952, he was 
elected assistant at the Clinical Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
in Zagreb. In 1956, he passed specialist exam in gynecology and obstetrics 
and defended his doctoral dissertation in 1961 at the University of Zagreb. 
During residency, he worked in the Antisterility Clinic of the Clinical 
 Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics in Zagreb and was chosen to 
lead the Advisory Center for Infertility.

In 1962, under the guidance of Professor Predrag Drobnjak, the Advi-
sory Center was transformed into Department of Gynecologic Endocri-
nology and Fertility at the Clinical Department of Gynecology and Obstet-
rics, Zagreb University Hospital Center. He was elected Professor at the 
School of Medicine in Zagreb in 1974.

Dr Predrag Drobnjak organizee many professional and scientifi c meet-
ings and he is author of numerous works. He wrote a textbook for nurses 
entitled Obstetrics and Gynecology and as co-author with other colleagues 
he published the book entitled Pediatric Gynecology. From 1964, he was 
Editor-in-Chief of the Yugoslav Gynecology and Obstetrics and Editor-in-
Cchief and Editorial Board member of Liječnički vjesnik.

He was one of the founders of Endocrinology Section of the Zbor 
liječnika Hrvatske and Association of Yugoslavian Endocrinologists, Sec-
tion of Fertility and Sterility of the Association of Yugoslav Gynecologists, 
and secretary and president of the Gynecologic Section of the Zbor liječnika 
Hrvatske. He died in Zagreb on August 12, 1984.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

From the beginning of his residency in 1952, Professor Predrag Drobnjak 
was included in the work of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske and became member 
of the Gynecologic Section. In 1962, he was elected president of the Gyneco-
logic Section and he remained on this position until 1970. He was Editor-in-
-Chief of Liječnički vjesnik from 1975 and was elected president of the Zbor 
liječnika Hrvatske at the annual session held on April 5, 1982.

At the session held on March 28, 1983, the Assembly of the Zbor liječnika 
Hrvatske adopted a new Articles of Association of the Zbor, which was 
published in the Appendix to Liječnički vjesnik in June 1983. Th e new 
 Articles of Association provided establishment of the Secretariat of the 
Zbor liječnika Hrvatske instead of the previous Executive Committee.



ANDRIJA PAVIĆ
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from April 9, 1984 to April 24, 1989
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Andrija Pavić was born in Korčula in 1929 and graduated from the 
School of Medicine in Zagreb. Aft er graduation he was working as a physi-
cian at the Ministry of Interior Health Center in Zagreb and passed spe-
cialist exam in gynecology and obstetrics in 1961. Until 1971, Dr Andrija 
Pavić was working at Dr Mladen Stojanović Hospital as head of the II 
 Department of Gynecology. At the same time, he was secretary general of 
the Institute for the Study and Protection of Ear and Respiratory System, 
for which the fi rst electron microscope was purchased.

In 1971, he was engaged as head of the Dispensary for Women at Kar-
lovac Medical Center and next year was elected assistant director for hos-
pital-dispensary service in Karlovac. From 1974, he was head of the 
 Department of Gynecology at Karlovac General Hospital and in 1975 was 
elected head of the Service for Health Protection and Pregnant Women at 
Karlovac Medical Center. In 1981, he returned to Zagreb, where he worked 
as director of the Ministry of Interior Health Center Secretariat. In the 
same year, he was elected Associate Professor at Department of Gyne-
cology and Obstetrics, School of Medicine in Zagreb.

In 1990, he became advisor for health of the Minister of Interior Aff airs. 
In his scientifi c work, he dealt with gynecologic and birth problems 
and published the results of his researches in professional and academic 
journals.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Dr Andrija Pavić became member of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske in 
1957 and in 1984 was elected president of the Zbor.

During his term of offi  ce as president, the Section for Tourism and Sec-
tion for Pediatric Gastroenterology were established in the Zbor and the 
Physician’s Club was furnished. In order to strengthen the connection 
 between Zbor liječnika Hrvatske and its branches, the presidency of the 
Zbor held meetings all over Croatia.
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Celebration of the 100th anniversary of Dr M. Stojanović Hospital in 

Zagreb was held in 1985, sponsored by the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.

In the same year, Dr Andrija Pavić suggested that amendments defi ning 

the relationship of the Zbor and the Croatian Academy of Medicine, the 

terms of the Presidency and Secretary of the Presidency be entered in the 

Articles of Association of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.

Th e Commission for Financial Aff airs of the Zbor was also established 

on the proposal of Dr Andrija Pavić, who in line with the new changes of 

the Articles of Association related to the introduction of the Secretariat, i.e. 

Presidency of the Zbor from May 30, 1983, already served as leader for 

 fi nancial problems of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske.

During his term of offi  ce, he also launched preparations for the VIII 

Congress of Croatian Physicians, which was scheduled for 1987.



MIRKO GJURAŠIN
President of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 

from April 24, 1989 to August 18, 1992



106

Mirko Gjurašin was born in Našice in 1935 and graduated from the 
School of Medicine in Zagreb in 1960. Aft er graduation he worked as a 
general physician in the Community Health Center in Daruvar, and then 
as head of the Dispensary for Children’s Diseases and Prenatal Care.

He passed specialist exam in internal medicine in 1968 at the Clinical 
Department of Internal Medicine, Zagreb University Hospital Center, and 
then took the position of head of the Internal (male) Department Dr 
 Andrija Štampar General Hospital in Nova Gradiška. He became head of 
the Department of Intensive Care, Clinical Department of Internal 
 Medicine, Zagreb University Hospital Center in 1978, and in 1979 he was 
elected director of the Zagreb University Hospital Center in Zagreb.

In 1982, Professor Mirko Gjurašin founded the fi rst Department of 
Emergency and Intensive Medicine of internal profession in our country 
and led the Department for many years. In 1983, he was elected Professor 
at the Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine in Zagreb.

As part of his scientifi c research, Professor Mirko Gjurašin published 
about 230 scientifi c papers, studies and two textbooks. Professor Mirko 
Gjurašin will be remembered as the founder and fi rst president of the Cro-
atian Society for Intensive Care of the CMA from 1992; he was awarded 
the CMA Ladislav Rakovac plaque.

Zbor liječnika Hrvatske

Professor Mirko Gjurašin became member of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske 
in 1961. At the annual session held on April 24, 1989, president was elected 
by secret voting for the fi rst time.

Establishment of the Commission 
for Articles of Association

During the presidential term of Professor Mirko Gjurašin, Zbor aimed to 

make a proposal of a new Articles of Association and established the Com-

mission for Articles of Association, which was led by Dr Ante Dra žančić as 

president. Th e aim of the Commission was to implement democratic prin-

ciples, including secret voting for all elective offi  ces and among various can-
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didates. Th e new Articles of Association of the Zbor liječnika Hrvatske was 

enacted at the annual general session held on February 24, 1990.

Th e new Articles of Associations have introduced some changes: Zbor 

liječnika Hrvatske is a unique organization with the status of a socio-legal 

entity and Association’s activities are performed at branches and profes-

sional societies. Two new Commissions of the Zbor were established: Com-

mission for Human Rights and Medical Ethics and Commission for Class 

Questions with the task of establishing the Croatian Medical Chamber.

Restoring the name Croatian Medical Association

At the annual session held on February 26, 1991, the name Croatian 

Medical Association was returned and publishing of Liječničke novine was 

resumed, with Professor Željko Poljak as the new Editor-in-Chief.

Th e appearance of the former offi  cial emblem of the CMA, which repre-
sents the old Charity Hospital and part of the Jelačić Square, but without the 
silhouette of Ban Jelačić monument, was also changed. Appropriate to his-
torical reality in 1874, the Ban Jelačić monument was long set to the right 
place and direction, but for political reasons was eventually removed. Ac-
cordingly, the silhouette of Ban Jelačić monument »disappeared« from the 
emblem of the Association. In the period of restoring the name Croatian 
Medical Association, appropriate to historical reality in 1874, the  silhouette 
of Ban Jelačić monument was restored on the offi  cial emblem of the Asso-
ciation. When we talk about the events during the presidential term of Pro-
fessor Mirko Gjurašin, we should clearly point out the fact that in his time 
and before the physical setting of an equestrian statue of Ban Josip Jelačić 
on the Square, the silhouette of the monument was restored and installed in 
the middle of the seal of the Association. At the 98th annual session of the 
Association held on February 26, 1991, this proposal was unanimously 
 accepted for a new seal of the Croatian Medical Association.

In the autumn of 1991, the CMA withdrew its membership from the 

 Association of Medical Societies of Yugoslavia, which means independence 

of the Croatian Medical Association and secession from Yugoslavia.

In the year 1992, the CMA Assembly adopted new Articles of Associa-

tion with amendments that defi ned the purpose, status, seal, and scope of 
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Offi  cial emblem and seal 
of the Croatian Medical 
Association from 1991.

activities in its branches and professional societies, and the issue of mem-

bership. Th at year was marked by the war, but the activity of the CMA was 

very vivid. Members of almost all branches gave their professional and 

 patriotic contribution where it was needed most, from the battlefi eld to the 

day and night work in hospitals.

Croatian Medical Association organized the exhibition and published 

a brochure Attack on Hospitals, which circulated throughout the world. 

Aft er the fall of Vukovar, reception for the Croatian veterans of medical 

profession was organized at the CMA Home, when they were granted 

awards for courage and integrity.

It is important to note that in 1992, CMA was admitted to membership 

of the World Medical Association.



ANTE DRAŽANČIĆ
President of the Croatian Medical Association 

from November 28, 1992 to February 22, 1997
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Ante Dražančić was born in Šibenik in 1928 and studied medicine at 

the School of Medicine in Zagreb. Aft er graduating, he got employed as a 

hospital physician at Surgical Department of the General Hospital in 

Varaždin. In 1958, he started working at the Clinical Department of 

 Obstetrics and Gynecology, Zagreb University Hospital Center, where he 

passed specialist exam in gynecology and obstetrics in 1961. At the Clini-

cal Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, he was appointed head of 

the Department of Pregnancy Pathology in 1973. In 1979, he was appoint-

ed head of the Center, later named as Department of Prenatal Medicine, 

Clinical Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics, Zagreb University 

Hospital Center in Zagreb.

In 1980, he was elected Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the 

School of Medicine in Zagreb. In 1991, he was elected head of the Depart-

ment of Gynecology and Obstetrics, School of Medicine in Zagreb.

In the Croatian medicine, together with his associates, he introduced 

many new diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, such as amnioscopy, 

amniocentesis, cardiotocography, pH-metry, tocolysis, and many others. 

In 1974, Dr Ante Dražančić became regular member of the Academy of 

the Croatian Medical Association, today Academy of Medical Sciences of 

Croatia. For his work in the CMA, he received the Peter Ćulumović medal 

and Ladislav Rakovac plaque.

He died in Zagreb on January 1, 2013.

Croatian Medical Association

Professor Ante Dražančić became member of the CMA in 1953. At the 

election assembly held on September 28, 1992, he was elected president of 

the CMA. He was a very active member of the Gynecologic Section, in 

which he served as secretary and later as president.

He was member of the Editorial Board of Liječnički vjesnik from 1963 

to 1974. Professor Ante Dražančić was founder of the CMA Section of 

Prenatal Medicine and was its president in 1973.

In the year 1993, the CMA together with the Executive Committee of 

the Zagreb Branch began visiting CMA branches in war areas and contin-

ued doing so 1994 and 1995.
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Aft er the CMA was admitted to the membership of the World Medical 

Society in 1992, contact was established with the World Health Organiza-

tion and in February 1993, CMA became regular member of the European 

Forum of Medical Associations (EFMA).

In October 1996, the CMA was admitted as an associate member soci-

ety of the European Association of Medical Specialists (Union Européenne 

des Médecins specialists, UEMS), an advisory body of the European 

 Commission. Friendly relations were also established with the World 

 Association of Croatian Physicians (WACP), which was founded in 1992 

in Frankfurt.

Th e Association’s Award for Young Researchers was introduced in 1995 

for basic and applied medical sciences.

From 1993 to 1996, CMA collaborated with the Ministry of Health of 

the Republic of Croatia in preparation of the new Health Care Act and in 

1995 in the establishment of the Croatian Dental Chamber (now the Croa-

tian Chamber of Dental Medicine).

Also in 1995, CMA and the School of Medicine founded the Croatian 

Medical Chamber. On June 27, 1995, the Chamber renewed its work, ad-

opted the Articles of Association and continued the tradition of the Medi-

cal Chamber established in 1923, the work of which was banned in 1946.

At the annual general session held on February 22, 1996, was accepted 

the amended Code of Medical Ethics and Deontology was accepted and Dr 

Ante Dražančić, president of the CMA, specifi cally advocated adoption of 

this document.

At the annual session held on February 24, 1996, an amendment was 

added to the Articles of Association of the CMA, stating that medical and 

dental students can become temporary members of the CMA, in the Sec-

tion of Medical Students.

During the presidential term of Dr Ante Dražančić, the following doc-

uments of the CMA were prepared and adopted: Rules of the Court of 

Honor of the Croatian Medical Association; Code of Medical Ethics and 

Deontology; Regulations on Awarding Medals of the Croatian Medical 

Association (1993, amended in 1996); Rules on the Procedure of the 

Assembly of the Croatian Medical Association; and Regulations on Labor 

Relations.
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Flag of the Croatian Medical Association.

Also, preparations for the Croatian Medical Home building decoration 

began, the library was decorated, the work of administrative Secretariat 

was renovated, and along with Liječnički vjesnik and Liječničke novine, 

 renewal of the Association Medical Library was considered. Professor Ante 

Dražančić and his offi  cials in the CMA designed the current festive fl ag of 

the CMA.



DUBRAVKO ORLIĆ
President of the Croatian Medical Association 

from February 22, 1997 to March 3, 2001, 

and from April 19, 2001 to April 30, 2005
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Dubravko Orlić was born in 1944 in Zagreb, where he graduated from 
the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb. In 1972, he started working 
at Clinical Department of Orthopedics, Zagreb University Hospital Cen-
ter. Two years later, he became assistant at Clinical Department of Ortho-
pedics, then Assistant Professor of Orthopedics. In June 1984, he became 
Professor of Orthopedic Surgery and in 1998 Professor of Orthopedics at 
the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb. He was head of the Depart-
ment of Orthopedic Surgery, School of Medicine and Zagreb University 
Hospital Center from 2004 to 2008. He continued his studies at the leading 
orthopedic facilities in Bologna, New York, Hamburg, Vienna, Birming-
ham, Limoges and Los Angeles. Th e narrow fi elds of his work are biome-
chanics, treatment of hip joint, arthroplasty, and bone and joint tumors.

In his professional work, he served as vice dean for fi nance at the School 
of Medicine in Zagreb from 1987 to 1990, advisor to Dr Ana Stavljenić-
-Rukavina, Croatian minister of health from 2000 to 2002, assistant dean 
of the School of Medicine in Zagreb and member of the Dean’s Offi  ce 
 cooperation with the CMA during the 2000–2004 period, chairman of the 
Orthopedics Department of Health and Social Welfare of the Republic of 
Croatia from 2004 until 2008. He was Editor-in-Chief of the journal Acta 
Orthopaedica Iugoslavica from 1987 to 1990, and as a student he was Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Medicinar, a magazine of the Alliance of Medical and 
 Dental Students of Croatia from 1967 to 1968.

He is member of the Academy of Medical Sciences of Croatia, as well as 
of the renowned international associations, e.g., Société Internationale de 
Chirurgie Orthopédique et de Traumatologie (SICOT), European Mus-
culo-Skeletal Oncology Society (EMSOS), Société Française de Chirurgie 
Orthopédique et Traumatologique (SOFCOT), International Society on 
Limb Salvage (ISOLS) and European Hip Society (EHS).

Croatian Medical Association

Dr Dubravko Orlić became member of the CMA in 1972, and was 

elected president at the annual general sessions held on Ferbruary 22, 1997 

and on April 19, 2001. In the CMA, he held the position of president of the 

Croatian Orthopedic Society of the CMA, vice president and secretary, for 

two terms all. As president of the CMA, he served the functions of the 
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Plaque in honor of 
the 125th anniversary 
of the Croatian 
Medical Association.

Celebration of the 125th anniversary 
of the Croatian Medical Association and 
fi rst session held in the renovated large 
hall; Dr Željko Reiner, Croatian minister 
of health, opens the ceremonial session 
on the occasion of the 125th anniversary 
of the Association.
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Croatian National Th eater fi lled with participants and guests at the ceremony 
on the 107th assembly of the Association.

national delegate in the Central European Secretariat of the World Medical 

Association, the European Forum of Medical Associations and WHO, and 

the European Union of Medical Specialists from 1997 to 2005. He is 

 honorary member of the CMA and winner of the Ladislav Rakovac ho-

norary scroll and other honorary scrolls, diplomas and awards. On win-

ning the elections for the president of the CMA in 1997, he resigned the 

position of the fi rst president of the Croatian Medical Chamber Commit-

tee in Zagreb, a duty he had performed from the fi rst elections in 1995.

During his presidential term, Dr Ante Dražančić began renovation of 

the Croatian Medical Home, which continued under the term of Dr Du-

bravko Orlić. In the basement of the building, a new Club of the Croatian 

Medical Home and technical center with the latest electronic equipment 

were opened.
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Ceremonial unveiling of the plaque 
to the physicians killed in the Croatian 
War of Independence.

In the year 1997, the Croatian Parliament adopted the new Act on 

 Associations, so on July 15, 1997, the CMA became an association that had 

to make amendments to its Articles of Association according to the new 

Act, be entered in the register of associations and specifi cally demand to be 

called Croatian Medical Association.

Th e Board of Medical Associations operates from November 1, 1997. It 

consists of presidents, vice presidents and secretaries of the Croatian Med-

ical Association, Croatian Medical Chamber, Croatian Medical Union and 

Croatian Chamber of Dental Medicine. Th e Board has achieved eff ective 

and direct dialogue among all responsible participants of the health system 

to improve working conditions and protect physicians while improving 

health of the population at large.

In 1999, the Croatian Medical Chamber independently cancelled Joint 

Committee for Medical Ethics and Deontology. Since then, it indepen-

dently elects members and leadership and unilaterally breaks the agreed 

cooperation. On November 9, 1999, the CMA resumed the work of its 

Commission for Medical Ethics and Deontology, since then led by Head 

Doctor Goran Ivanišević.

125th Anniversary 
of the Croatian Medical Association

On February 26, 1999, the CMA celebrated its 125th anniversary, held 

fi rst in the renovated building of the CMA, followed by ceremony in the 

Croatian National Th eater. Later 

that day, the 107th regular annual 

session of the CMA was held.

A memorial plaque to six physi-

cians who gave their lives in the 

Croatian War of Independence has 
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Code of Medical Ethics and Deontology 
of the Croatian Medical Association from 2002.

been mounted in the ceremonial way in the lobby of the CMA building: 

Dr Ivan Šretar, Branch President of CMA  Pakrac, Dr Dragutin Krušić, 

Dr Branko Buač, Dr Anđelko Višić, Dr  Predrag Ðaković and Dr Jurica 

Ivko, and to the physicians considered as victims of the War: Dr Dalibor 

Kraljić, Dr Božidar Kelava, Dr Ranko Fočić and Dr Petar Novaković.

Establishment of the Professional Society of Young Physicians at the 

CMA should also be noted for the almost perfect and fl awless operation 

and maintenance of technical logistics thanks to the valuable and extensive 

work of members of the CMA Student Section.

In November 2000, the fi rst teleconference link was established be-

tween the CMA large Lecture Hall and Zabok General Hospital, and in 

2001 telepresentation of the book by Dr Stjepan Sirovica from the CMA 

Šibenik Branch was held for the fi rst time in the history of CMA. Since 

2000, all data on the CMA are available on the internet.

At the election session held on April 19, 2001, Professor D. Orlić was 

re-elected president of the CMA. For administrative reasons, during a pre-

vious month and a half period, CMA was temporarily run by Dr Viktorija 

Bradić, second vice president, and Dr Hrvoje Šobat, secretary general of 

the CMA.
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Th e new look 
of Liječnički vjesnik, a journal 

of the Croatian Medical 
Association, printed in the 

national language, designed 
on the occasion of its 

125th anniversary.

Code of Medical Ethics and Deontology

Th e Code of Medical Ethics and Deontology of the CMA was accepted 

at the 110th annual general session. Since 2001, the Code is regularly 

 distributed to young physicians at the graduation ceremony at the School 

of Medicine, University of Zagreb.

On the promotion of the book Fran Gundrum Oriovčanin, City Medical 

Offi  cer in Križevci by Dr Franjo Husinac, MSc, the CMA paid tribute to its 

member who had made the fi rst draft  of the Code of Medical Ethics in 

Croatia in 1899.

New Articles of Association 
of the Croatian Medical Association 

In 2001, the Croatian 

Parliament adopted the 

new act on associations, so 

the CMA accepted the new 

Articles of Association on 

February 23, 2001. On No-

vember 11, 2002, govern-

mental bodies had offi  cial-

ly registered the new Arti-

cles of Association of the 

CMA.
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125th Anniversary of the publication 
of Liječnički vjesnik

On December 11, 2002, the 125th anniversary of the publication of 

Liječnički vjesnik was celebrated. Th e journal is one of the oldest European 

medical journals, printed in national language.

During 2002, relicensing of the physicians was performed for the fi rst 

time.

Physicians strike

Th e Croatian Medical Union organized the fi rst one-day warning strike 

on June 28, 2002, to fi ght for the rights of Croatian physicians, which was 

convincingly supported by our patients. Th e lack of democratic dialogue 

and sound decisions by responsible persons resulted in the true strike that 

started in 2003, followed by the compulsory work order for physicians a 

month later, which was abolished next year. Th e fi rst General Assembly of 

Croatian physicians was held on March 29, 2003, with active participation 

of the representatives of all professional and scientifi c medical societies 

and institutions. Th e Declaration on the Protection of the Croatian Physi-

cians Dignity, adopted at the Assembly, stressed the concern of the entire 

CMA membership about the health of the population and degradation of 

physicians. Th is concern was as evident in the conclusions of the 111th 

 annual session of the CMA held on February 22, 2003.



HRVOJE ŠOBAT
President of the Croatian Medical Association 

from April 30, 2005 to February 28, 2009
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Professor Hrvoje Šobat was born in Zagreb in 1961 and graduated 

from the School of Medicine in 1985. In the same year, he became member 

of the CMA.

Aft er two years of compulsory work in primary care, he started resi-

dency in radiation therapy at the Clinical Department of Gynecology and 

Obstetrics, Zagreb University Hospital Center. Since 1996, he has been 

employed at the Clinical Hospital for Tumors in Zagreb. At the time of his 

election for president of the CMA, he worked as specialist in radiotherapy 

and oncology and deputy director of the Clinical Hospital for Tumors.

Croatian Medical Association

Professor Hrvoje Šobat is member of the CMA since October 28, 1985. 

From 1996, he was actively involved in the work of the CMA as secondary 

secretary and from 1997 to 2005 served as generaly secretary. On April 30, 

2005, he was elected president of the CMA by secret voting between two 

candidates.

Th e period of his tenure was characterized by two main features: fi nal 

‘transition’ of the CMA into modern medical organization as the most im-

portant place for discussion and permanent inability to achieve respect for 

the profession in discussions with the others making fundamental deci-

sions in the health care system.

Immediately aft er the CMA election session in 2005, consultations were 

held with former CMA presidents, deans of medical schools and presi-

dents of chambers and unions, upon which the Cooperation Agreement of 

the Croatian Medical Association with the chambers was signed. Such an 

approach renewed cooperation in addressing existential questions without 

ultimatum.

One of the fi rst results of the synergy of all physicians was fi nal prepa-

ration of the new residency policies and curricula harmonized with the 
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requirements of the European Community. Modern rules were taking into 

account all professional recommendations, desires and objective circum-

stances of conducting training in Croatia. Extensive work was carried out 

quickly and a document on residency, generally more advanced than those 

in many developed countries, was created.

Having reached fi nal limits of its internal organization, the CMA turned 

to the new principles of accelerating transparent information, recognition 

and affi  rmation of all activities and individualization of responsibility and 

merits.

At the same time, with the fi nal eff ort of everyone, especially senior 

editors, irregularity in the appearance of Liječnički vjesnik was compen-

sated for in just half a year. Later, regular publishing has made Liječnički 

vjesnik attractive for potential contributors and interesting to readers.

Already at that time, responsibility was placed in public on physicians 

as the major culprits for the uncontrolled increase in health care costs. It 

raised discussion about the society deserving proper health care and how 

to jointly cover the costs without burdening future generations. Th e CMA 

warned that eff orts to maintain the level of solidarity beyond the real 

 possibilities of the society was leading to erosion of the system due to the 

rising dissatisfaction of physicians and the decreasing interest of young 

people in enrolling medical schools. Unfortunately, the long-standing and 

justifi ed warnings posed by the profession as well as by daily routine failed 

to precipitate resolution of the problem.



ŽELJKO METELKO
President of the Croatian Medical Association 

from February 28, 2009 to February 23, 2013
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Željko Metelko was born in Zagreb on April 30, 1948. From 1974 to 

1978, he was employed as endocrinologist at the Vuk Vrhovac Institute for 

Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases. He defended his doc-

toral dissertation at the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb in 1988. 

From 1992, he was director of the Vuk Vrhovac University Clinic for Dia-

betes, Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases, and in 2010 became consul-

tant at Clinical Department of the Vuk Vrhovac University Clinic. In 1994, 

he was elected Associate Professor at the School of Medicine, and in 2010 

Professor at Department of Internal Medicine and Propaedeutics at the 

School of Medicine, University of Zagreb.

Professor Željko Metelko has received numerous awards and recogni-

tions: memorial scroll on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Vuk 

Vrhovac Institute for Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases, 

recognition from the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb, Zagreb 

 annual award, and recognition from the Croatian Medical Association on 

the occasion of the of its 125th anniversary.

He performs numerous functions: advisor at the Vuk Vrhovac Univer-

sity Clinic for Diabetes, Endocrinology and Metabolic Diseases, president 

of the Reference Center for Diabetes in Croatia, director of CINDI (Coun-

trywide Integrated Noncommunicable Disease Intervention) for Croatia, 

vice president of the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) for Europe, 

and head of the National Program of the Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare for Diabetes in the Republic of Croatia. He is member of the Com-

mission of the Ministry of Health for Chronic Noncommunicable Diseas-

es, member of the Ministry of Health Expert Committee of the Republic of 

Croatia, European Association for the Study of Diabetes, and National 

Committee for Preparation of the Summit on Nutrition in the World. He 

is Editor-in-Chief of the medical journal Diabetologia Croatica that is pub-

lished since 1972 and editor or co-editor of 25 books and 13 textbooks.



127

Croatian Medical Association

Professor Željko Metelko is member of the Croatian Medical Associa-
tion since 1980 and he was elected president in 2009.

Th roughout his term of offi  ce, meetings with political offi  cials were 
held to discuss and coordinate professional services of the CMA societies 
and political decisions. By the end of 2011, response of political offi  cials 
was quite inadequate, and when joint meetings were held, there was no 
permit for authorization of documents. Although many more meetings 
took place in 2012, the results did not justify their organization.

Since the beginning, the CMA societies were stimulated to develop the 
Strategy 2012–2020, which brings considerable improvement in commu-
nication with the Ministry of Health. Specifi cally, the following issues have 
been discussed: the need to equalize the rights and responsibilities of 
healthy population and patients to maintain personal health, the impor-
tance of maintaining the positive trend of increasing the percentage of 
 preventive programs, and insisting on setting certain diseases as a national 
rather than just a health problem, including the need of signifi cant involve-
ment of non-health institutions of the state administration in the preven-
tion and treatment of such diseases, and building a friendly environment 
for healthy life of the population.

Cooperation with the Croatian Institute for Health Insurance was 
 resumed, unfortunately, failing to result in any favorable developments 
since the Department closed the door for representatives of the societies. 
Th e attempt to combine the work of family physicians and primary care 
physicians also failed.

Th roughout his term of offi  ce, special attention was paid to the Expert 
Council sessions, oft en extended with branch representatives. Sixteen 
meetings were held. Especially important were two meetings: the reform 
of health care institutions in Zagreb and the future of medicine in the 
 Republic of Croatia, with representatives of parliamentary parties in Croa-
tia. Also, an initiative was launched to regularly greeting the recently grad-
uated physicians at the promotion ceremony, with special reference to 
CMA membership.

Th e Croatian Medical Home has become a gathering place for mem-
bers also in their free time, with banquets and fi lm screenings. Th e CMA 
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fund has been established, which can be used to assist the societies’ profes-
sional programs and to upgrade the work of the CMA branches.

Th e process of preparing changes in the CMA Articles of Association 
began and ceremonial badge of the CMA was designed.

During Dr Metelko’s term of offi  ce, an initiative was launched to desig-
nate particular prosperous CMA societies or committees in the previous 
year at the CMA general session.



ŽELJKO KRZNARIĆ
President of the Croatian Medical Association 

since February 23, 2013
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Željko Krznarić was born in Trogir in 1960. He graduated from the 
School of Medicine, University of Zagreb in 1984. He passed specialist exam 
in internal medicine in 1993 and worked at the Department of Gastroen-
terology, Clinical Department of Internal Medicine, Zagreb University Hos-
pital Center. Supspecialist exam in gastroenterology he passed in 2001. In 
2007, Dr Krznarić established the Center, then Clinical Unit of Clinical 
 Nutrition. In the home institution, he participated in the introduction of 
new diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in the fi eld of gastroenterology 
and clinical nutrition. Since 2009, he is Associate Professor at the Depart-
ment of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine in Zagreb.

Professor Krznarić is president of the CMA Croatian Society of Clinical 
Nutrition, member of the Croatian Medical Chamber and member of the 
Commission for the Hospital System of the Croatian Medical Chamber. He 
is member of the Academy of Medical Sciences of Croatia, Croatian repre-
sentative in the Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes (UEMS), 
member of the Management Committee of the Croatian Society of Gastro-
enterology and member of the Hospital Committee for Medicines of the 
Zagreb University Hospital Center. He is also president of the Adriatic Club 
of Clinical Nutrition, member of the European Board and Section of Gas-
troenterology and Hepatology, Fellow of the European Board of Gastroen-
terology and Hepatology (FEBGH), member of the European Society for 
Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism, ESPEN Council member, member of 
the ESPEN NESG (Nutritional Education Study Group), member of the 
 Finance Committee of the World Gastroenterology Organization, and 
member of the ESPEN Task Force for the Creation of European Guidelines 
for the Application of Parenteral Nutrition in Gastroenterology, Geriatrics, 
Oncology and Infl ammatory Bowel Diseases.

In addition, he is member of the editorial boards of the following peri-
odicals: Nutrition & Metabolic Th erapy, Warsaw, Poland (Blackhorse); 
Th erapy Nutrition & Metabolism, Newsletter of the SINPO (Italian Society 
for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition); Bulletin of Medicines of the Zagreb 
University Hospital Center; Pharmaca, Zagreb (Newsletter of the Croatian 
Society of Clinical Pharmacology and Th erapy and the Association of 
 Employers in Health); Clinical Nutrition (Elsevier); and Nutrition (Syra-
cuse, NY, USA).

Dr Krznarić has received diploma of the CMA in 1999 and 2008, the 
journal Nutrition Award of Excellence, Syracuse, USA in 2001, and is 
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ORIJENTACIJSKE 
MEDICINSKE TABLICE 

ZA PROCJENU SMANJENJA 
@IVOTNE AKTIVNOSTI

HRVATSKI LIJE^NI^KI ZBOR

HRVATSKO DRU[TVO ZA MEDICINSKA VJE[TA^ENJA

 honorary member of the Lithuanian and Hungarian Associations for 
 Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition.

Croatian Medical Association

Professor Željko Krznarić is member of the Croatian Medical Associa-
tion since 1984, and was elected president in 2013.

During the fi rst year of his term, special care was taken for harmonization 
of CMA activities with the existing legislative and fi nancial standards in Cro-
atia. Harmonization of the CMA Committee’s activities was stimulated and 
updating procedures are in progress. Also, the CMA is renewing intensive 
communication with the Croatian Medical Chamber, Croatian Chamber of 
Dental Medicine and Croatian Medical Union, while supporting the work of 
the Academy of Medical Sciences of Croatia. Active collaboration has been 
established with the Zagreb 
Department of Health Ser-
vices, as well as continuous 
communication with relevant 
stakeholders in the health sys-
tem, the Ministry of Health 
and the Croatian Institute for 
Health Insurance. Th ere are 
continuous eff orts to supple-
ment and upgrade the CMA 
Articles of Association.

Th e CMA supports the 
continuity of publishing of 
Liječnički vjesnik, along with 
archiving and digitalization of 
all journal issues. In consulta-
tion with the Liječnički vjesnik 
Editor-in-Chief, Liječ nič ke no-
vine stand out. In the year 
2013, a Liječnički vjesnik sup-
plement by the CMA  Croatian 
Society for Medical Expertise 
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was published, entitled Orientational Medical 
Tables to Estimate Reduction of Life Activities.

On January 27, 2014, at the Editorial Board 
session, it was decided that integral articles ap-
pearing in regular issues of Liječnički vjesnik be 
also made available on the website.

Th e CMA is involved in the National Com-
mission for Specialist Training of Medical Doc-
tors. On the initiative of Professor Željko Krzna-
rić and several young physicians, the Renewing 
Assembly of Croatian Society of Young Physi-
cians was held. Also, the CMA began a three-
year EPODA (Ensemble, Prévenons L’obese des 
Enfants), a project of prevention of overweight 
in children, funded by international funds.

During the activities of the Croatian Medi-
cal Union and the strike of physicians, the CMA 
has tried to act as a mediator and held intensive 
meetings with the Croatian Medical Union, the 
Croatian Medical Chamber and the minister of 
health of the Republic of Croatia. Collective 
agreement and the new organization of work 
are important issues that the CMA discussed 
with all the health care participants and medi-
cal schools as carriers of undergraduated and 
postgraduate education. Th e views of the CMA 

Executive Committee on relevant events in the health system are published 
on the CMA website, which provides timely information to the membership. 
Th e following professional meetings of the CMA Expert Council organized 
with the help of the CMA Croatian Society of Young Physicians should be 
noted: Labor Relations of Physicians; Th e Impact of the New Organization of 
Work on Professional Performance and Training of Students and Physicians; 
and Departure of (Young) Physicians from Croatia.

In October 2013, the Republic of Croatia and the Croatian Medical As-
sociation became full members of the Union Européenne des Médecins 
Spécialistes (UEMS).

Today, CMA has 10.330 members.
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CMA PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES

Liječnički vjesnik – professional journal 
of the Croatian Medical Association

A few years aft er the founding, the CMA started publishing its pro-

fessional journal, Liječnički vjesnik. Th e fi rst issue of Liječnički vjesnik came 

out in 1877, thanks to the eff orts of Dr A. Schwarz, CMA president. 

Liječnički vjesnik is one of only about hundred international journals that 

were coming out in the late 19th century, maintained continuity during the 

20th century and then entered the 21st century. It is also the oldest Croatian 

medical journal and regularly captures all important achievements, pro-

fessional and trade events. In the year 1935, the foreign appendix was 

 added in Liječnički vjesnik, to publish contributions and lectures delivered 

by CMA members in foreign languages. In 1962, upon the request of the 

U.S. National Library, it was decided that Liječnički vjesnik be printed in 

both Croatian and English. In the early 1980s, there was a short interrup-

tion; however, publishing of Liječnički vjesnik was resumed in 1985.

Th e topics the authors have dealt with have changed over time, refl ect-

ing the current interests and concerns of the medical profession in the 

country. By publishing original scientifi c and professional papers by local 

authors, Liječnički vjesnik has contributed to the overall health care im-

provement. It is as important that the new knowledge and insights of 

 modern medical science in the world are made available to our medical 

community. In Liječnički vjesnik, the editorials, technical and scientifi c 

 papers, articulate articles, case reports, medications and methods, prelimi-

nary scientifi c and professional contributions, comments, letters to the 

editor, book reviews, reports from the literature and other contributions 

have been published. Liječnički vjesnik also informs about the activities of 

the CMA and its professional societies and the social problems faced by 

physicians.

It is important to point out that Liječnički vjesnik is continuously pres-

ent in the international indexes for over 50 years. Th e fi rst issue of Liječ-

nički vjesnik which was introduced in Index Medicus (Medline) is 7/8 from 
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the 71st volume published in 1949. Liječnički vjesnik is represented in Index 

Medicus (Medline) with a total of 5952 articles, has its website, and all 

published articles can be found at http://lijecnicki-vjesnik.hlz.hr.

Editors of the Liječnički vjesnik

Editor(s) Year(s)

Antun Schwarz 1877–1879

Antun Schwarz (1–2), Ladislav Rakovac (3–7), 
Josip Fon and Josip Šepić (8–9)

1880

Josip Fon and Josip Šepić 1881

Bohuslav Jiruš 1883

Viktor Gjurkovečki (1–2), Bogdan Jakopović (3–4), 
Antun Lobmayer (5–9)

1885

Antun Lobmayer 1886–1896

Antun Lobmayer (1), Miroslav Čačković (2–12) 1897

Miroslav Čačković 1898–1904

Radovan Marković 1905–1907

Radovan Marković (1–2), Vatroslav Florschütz (3–12) 1908

Vatroslav Florschütz 1909–1910

Miroslav Čačković (1), Gjuro Butorac (2–9), 
Radenko Stanković (10–12)

1911

Srećko Šilović (1–10), Vladimir Jelovšek (11–12) 1912

Vladimir Jelovšek 1913–1914

Vladimir Jelovšek (1), Miroslav Čačković (2–12) 1915

Miroslav Čačković 1916–1917 

Miroslav Čačković (1–9), Lazar Novković (10–12) 1918

Lazar Novković (1), Lazar Novković, Vladimir Jelovšek (2–12) 1919

Lazar Novković (1–10), Lujo Th aller (11–12) 1920

Vladimir Jelovšek, Lujo Th aller 1921

Vladimir Jelovšek, Vlaho Novaković 1922
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Editor of the Liječnički vjesnik 
prof. dr. sc. Branimir Anić

Vladimir Jelovšek 1923–1928

Miroslav Čačković, Kamilo Farkaš, Vladimir Jelovšek 1929

Vladimir Jelovšek 1930–1931 

Fran Bubanović, Ivan Herzog, Vladimir Jelovšek 1932

Vladimir Jelovšek 1933

Vladimir Jelovšek (until May 3), Edo Deutsch (from May 4) 1934

Ante Vuletić 1935–1945

Ante Vuletić, Zlatko Supek 1946

Zlatko Supek (1–2), Stanko Ibler (3–12) 1947

Stanko Ibler 1948–1950

Pavao Tomašić 1951–1952

Pavao Tomašić, Ljubomir Božović 1953

Mirko Dražen Grmek 1954–1957

Tihomil Beritić 1958–1974

Predrag Drobnjak 1975–1979

Ivan Bakran 1980–1992

Marko Pećina, acting editor 1992 

Nada Čikeš 1993–2005

Branimir Anić 2005– 

Note: Liječnički vjesnik issues edited by the respective editor in the respective volume are 

given in parentheses.
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Liječničke novine

Publishing of the fi rst issue of Liječničke novine was connected with the 

CMA Rijeka Branch, which launched the offi  cial journal of the same name 

on March 1, 1971 with the scientifi c magazine Medicina. In the next year, 

the name was changed from Medicina to Liječničke novine, in the next 

years be shared among the CMA branches from Rijeka, Zadar, Pula, Split 

and Dubrovnik. By decision of the CMA Plenum in June 1974, Liječničke 

novine became the offi  cial newsletter of the entire CMA membership.

Liječničke novine were published independently until 1989, at fi rst in 

Rijeka (1972 to 1982), then in Split (1982 to 1983) and Osijek (1987 to 

1989), and from January 1990 Liječničke novine were published in Zagreb, 

as an appendix to Liječnički vjesnik. Due to fi nancial diffi  culties in publish-

ing Liječnički vjesnik, Liječničke novine were published independently from 

1990 to the end of 1992. Due to the poor fi nancial situation, Liječničke 

novine were not published from 1993 until October 1994. From November 

1994 to May 1996, it was published as an attachment (Addendum) to 

Liječnički vjesnik, aft er which they became a joint journal of the CMA and 

the Croatian Medical Chamber (founded 1995), to which the Croatian 

Medical Syndicate joined as a co-publisher in 1997. As of June 2001, the 

Croatian Medical Chamber issued its offi  cial journal as an independent 

publisher, retaining the name of Liječničke novine, which is still published, 

and from October 2001, Liječničke novine as the offi  cial journal of the 

CMA was published again as an appendix to Liječnički vjesnik, until May 

2013 (Liječničke novine No. 227, March/April 2013).

Th e diffi  culties through which the CMA has occasionally passed did 

not spare Liječničke novine during the 42 years of publication, in which 

there were ups and downs that sometimes refl ected both in its publication, 

as well as in the quality and timeliness of published articles. Th e journal 

was periodically published bimonthly, especially when it was independent, 

so it could be fi nanced more easily.

It should be mentioned that over the past period, Liječničke novine had 

many good colleagues and members of the Editorial Board, and valuable 

editors that performed this duty responsibly for longer or shorter periods. 

Chronologically, Editors-in-Chief of Liječničke novine of the CMA were 
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Editor of the Liječničke novine 
mr. sc. dr. Franjo Husinec

Vladimir Šustić, M. Sabol, Silvije Čurin, Vladimir Jokanović, Željko 

Poljak, Darko Antičević and Franjo Husinec.

Liječničke novine as an offi  cial journal of the CMA, together with 

Liječnički vjesnik as a professional and scientifi c periodical, was part of the 

publishing activities of the CMA, which has presented rich and diverse 

activities of the Croatian physicians.

Th e need of a social journal of Croatian physicians was recognized 

more than a hundred years ago in Split, when the organization of Dalma-

tian physicians published its professional journal Viestnik from 1908 to 

1912. Chronologically, it was followed by publishing of other professional 

journals. Th e CMA started issuing its Staleški glasnik as an appendix to 

Liječnički vjesnik in 1914–1915. Th e journal was published until 1934, with 

an interruption during World War I, under a variety of names: Staleški 

glasnik, Staleške viesti, Glasnik za staleška i zdravstvena pitanja, and Vjesnik 

liječnika Dalmacije, a journal of the Society of Split Physicians from 1967 to 

1971.

Th e task of Liječničke novine was to note and to inform members of the 

CMA, as well as the rest of the public, about the work of the CMA depart-

ments, to pay attention to all issues in the CMA; sessions, conclusions and 

work of the Main Committee, expert advice, professional societies and 

branches of the CMA; marking signifi cant anniversaries; bring a variety of 

local news, as well as those on the international activities of CMA mem-

bers; letters by readers, reactions, comments, various current issues, inter-

views on particular occasions, notes from practice and health history, 

 interesting facts related to leisure of the phy-

sicians, and texts for relaxation aft er strenu-

ous medical work. Th e journal has been wit-

nessing the past and mirrors current times.
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Editor of the Acta stomatologica Croatica 
prof. dr. sc. Hrvoje Brkić

Acta stomatologica Croatica

Acta stomatologica Croatica (ASCRO) is a scientifi c journal, launched in 
1966 by teachers at the School of Dental Medicine, University of Zagreb, 
and members of the Society of Dental Medicine Professionals of the 
 Croatian Dental Section of the CMA. Since then, ASCRO has appeared 
regularly four times a year, bringing articles by teachers of the School of 
Dental Medicine in Zagreb, dentists from all over the former country, and 
currently also papers from all over the world.

Editors-in-Chief are responsible for the stability and timeliness of 
 publication. Professor Zdenko Njemirovskij, the fi rst Editor-in-Chief, was 
responsible for the launch of the journal. He was Editor-in-Chief from 
1966, and his work at the position was interrupted by his death in 1989. He 
was succeeded by Professor Vladimir Lapter as Editor-in-Chief, who per-
formed this duty until the end of 1995. Th e big shift  in editorial terms, as 
well as in the graphics, occurred with the arrival of Professor Goran 
Knežević at the position of Editor-in-Chief in 1996. He is responsible for 
the introduction of bilingualism of integral papers (Croatian-English), 
changing the design of the journal, introducing the international Editorial 
Board, and distributing ASCRO to all doctors of dental medicine-CMA 
members. Professor Goran Knežević was Editor-in-Chief until 2006, and 
since then the position is held by Professor Hrvoje Brkić.

Since 2006 to the present, ASCRO has been revised with the electronic 
version of the journal ASCRO Online, which is available at: www.ascro.hr, 
and off ers free access to all the readers. ACRO is also present at the Croa-
tian Science Portal HRČAK, and according 
to the number of readers it ranks the third 
highest place in the group of biomedical 
journals. Until 1991, ASCRO was indexed in 
Index Medicus. During the war, it lost index-
ation, but since 2006 it is indexed in several 
international index databases: Chemical Ab-
stracts, Index Copernicus, DOAJ, EBSCO, 
SCOPUS, and EMBASE.
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CROATIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

President

Željko Krznarić

Main Committee

Željko Krznarić – president of the CMA 

Boris Brkljačić – fi rst vice president of the CMA

Hrvoje Pezo –  second vice president of the CMA, president of the Croa-

tian Chamber of Dental Medicine

Tomislav Božek – main secretary

Viktorija Bradić – treasurer

Adriana Vince – president of the CMA Expert Council

Vjekoslav Jerolimov –  president of the CMA Croatian Dental Society, 

CMA Expert Council envoy

Davor Štimac – member of the CMA Executive Committee

Željko Metelko – former president of the CMA

Dragutin Ivanović – CMA Expert Council envoy

Branimir Anić – Liječnički vjesnik Editor-in-Chief

Franjo Husinec – member of Liječničke novine Editorial Board

Jasna Lipozenčić –  president of the Academy of Medical Sciences 

of Croatia

Hrvoje Minigo – president of the Croatian Medical Chamber

Ivica Babić – president of the Croatian Medical Union

Davor Miličić – dean of the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb, Zagreb

Ivan Dobrić –  envoy of the School of Medicine, Josip Juraj Strossmayer 

University, Osijek

Hrvoje Brkić –  dean of the School of Dental Medicine, University of 

 Zagreb, Zagreb

Marija Kaštelan –  envoy of the School of Medicine, University of Rijeka, 

Rijeka

Branko Fila – envoy of the CMA Bjelovar Branch Offi  ce
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Dubravka Kapun – president of the CMA Čakovec Branch Offi  ce

Žarko Vrbica – president of the CMA Dubrovnik Branch Offi  ce

Ivan Sesar – president of the CMA Gospić Branch Offi  ce

Loredana Labinac-Peteh – president of the CMA Istria Branch Offi  ce

Želimir Korać – president of the CMA Karlovac Branch Offi  ce

Vlatka Janeš-Poje – president of the CMA Koprivnica Branch Offi  ce

Miroslav Kopjar – president of the CMA Krapina-Zagorje Branch Offi  ce

Marina Kovač – president of the CMA Kutina Branch Offi  ce

Dario Prološčić – president of the CMA Našice Branch Offi  ce

Slavica Konjević-Pernar –  president of the CMA Nova Gradiška Branch 

Offi  ce

Robi Božić – president of the CMA Ogulin Branch Offi  ce

Željko Vranješ – president of the CMA Osijek Branch Offi  ce

Slavica Klaić – president of the CMA Pakrac Branch Offi  ce

Marijan Cesarik – president of the CMA Požega Branch Offi  ce

Gordan Gulan – president of the CMA Rijeka Branch Offi  ce

Nenad Krvavica – envoy of the CMA Sisak Branch Offi  ce

Zvonimir Mahovne – president of the CMA Slavonski Brod Branch Offi  ce

Dušanka Martinović Kaliterna – president of the CMA Split Branch Offi  ce

Danći Mihovilčević – president of the CMA Šibenik Branch Offi  ce

Jadranka Premužić – president of the CMA Varaždin Branch Offi  ce

Krunoslav Šporčić – president of the CMA Vinkovci Branch Offi  ce

Darko Čupen – president of the CMA Virovitica Branch Offi  ce

Siniša Maslovara – envoy of the CMA Vukovar Branch Offi  ce

Petar Lozo – president of the CMA Zadar Branch Offi  ce

Vjekoslav Mahovlić – president of the CMA Zagreb Branch Offi  ce

Executive Committee

1. Željko Krznarić – president of the CMA 

2. Boris Brkljačić – fi rst vice president of the CMA

3. Hrvoje Pezo – second vice president of the CMA

4. Tomislav Božek – secretary general of the CMA

5. Viktorija Bradić – treasurer of the CMA
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5. 6. 7. 8.

6. Adriana Vince – president of the CMA Expert Council

7. Vjekoslav Jerolimov – president of the CMA Croatian Dental Society

8. Davor Štimac –  vice president of the Academy of Medical Sciences 

of Croatia

Supervisory Committee

Mate Majerović – president

Renato Mittermayer – vice president

Antonio Juretić

Slavko Orešković

Goran Roić

Court of Honor

Vlado Jukić – president

Nada John – secretary

Antonio Alujević

Vesna Dragač Paić

Damir Gortan

Ino Husedžinović

Goran Knežević

Marijana Persoli Gudelj

Th eir deputies are:

Zvonimir Barišić

Dragutin Kremzir

Želimir Maštrović
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Croatian Medical Association Branches

CMA Branch offi  ce President

 1. Bjelovar Mislav Klobučić

 2. Čakovec Dubravka Kapun

 3. Dubrovnik Žarko Vrbica

 4. Gospić Ivan Sesar

 5. Istria Loredana Labinac-Peteh

 6. Karlovac Želimir Korać

 7. Koprivnica Vesna Dulikravić

 8. Krapina-Zagorje Ivan pl. Jurinić

 9. Kutina Marina Kovač

10. Našice Dario Prološčić

11. Nova Gradiška Slavica Konjević Pernar

12. Ogulin Robi Božić

13. Osijek Željko Vranješ

14. Pakrac Slavica Klaić

15. Požega Marijan Cesarik

16. Rijeka Gordan Gulan

17. Sisak Vlatka Bedeniković

18. Slavonski Brod Zvonimir Mahovne

19. Split Dušanka Martinović Kaliterna

20. Šibenik Danći Mihovilčević

21. Varaždin Jadranka Premužić

22. Vinkovci-Županja Krunoslav Šporčić

23. Virovitica Darko Čupen

24. Vukovar Mirjana Semenić Rutko

25. Zadar Petar Lozo

26. Zagreb Vjekoslav Mahovlić



143

Professional Societies 
of the Croatian Medical Association

CMA Professional Society President

 1. Croatian Society of Acupuncture Krunoslav Reljanović

 2.  Croatian Society of Allergology 
and Clinical Immunology

Asja Stipić Marković

 3.  Croatian Society for Alcoholism 
and Other Drug Dependencies

Srđan Marušić

 4.  Croatian Society for Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Elderly Psychiatry

Ninoslav Mimica

 5.  Croatian Society of Anesthesiology 
and Intensive Care

Željko Župan

 6. Croatian Society for Atherosclerosis Željko Reiner

 7.  Croatian Society of Audiology 
and Phoniatrics

Damir Gortan 

 8.  Croatian Society of Balneoclimatology 
and Natural Th erapeutic Factors

Goran Ivanišević

 9.  Croatian Society of Cerebrovascular 
Neurosurgery

Krešimir Rotim

10. Croatian Society for Obesity Davor Štimac

11. Croatian Society of Dental Implantology Pavel Kobler

12. Croatian Dermatovenereological Society Mirna Šitum

13. Croatian Society of Digestive Surgery Marko Zelić

14.  Croatian Society for Diabetes and Metabolic 
Diseases 

Dario Rahelić

15. Croatian Society of Pediatric Surgery Zoran Bahtijarević

16. Croatian Society of Pediatric Neurology Nina Barišić

17. Croatian Society of Pediatric Orthopedics Tomislav Đapić

18.  Croatian Society of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry and Psychotherapy 

Ivan Begovac

19.  Croatian Society of Pediatric and Preventive 
Dentistry

Hrvoje Jurić

20.  Croatian Society of EEG and Clinical 
Neurophysiology

Sanja Hajnšek
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CMA Professional Society President

21. Croatian Society of Endocrinology Željka Crnčević Orlić 

22.  Croatian Society of Endocrine 
Oncology

Milan Vrkljan

23. Croatian Society of Endoscopic Surgery Zdravko Perko

24. Croatian Epidemiological Society Ira Gjenero-Margan

25.  Croatian Society of Physical 
and Rehabilitation Medicine

Tonko Vlak

26. Croatian Society of Forensic Psychiatry Nadica Buzina

27.  Croatian Society of Gerontology 
and Geriatrics

Zijad Duraković

28.  Croatian Society of Gynecology 
and Obstetrics

Dubravko Barišić

29.  Croatian Society of Gynecologic 
Endocrinology and Human Reproduction

Dinka Pavičić Baldani

30.  Croatian Society of Gynecologic 
Endoscopy

Miroslav Kopjar

31. Croatian Society of Gynecologic Urology Slavko Orešković

32.  Croatian Society of Hematology and Blood 
Transfusion

Ana Planinc Peraica

33.  Croatian Society of Hepatobiliary 
and Pancreatic Surgery

Leonardo Patrlj

34. Croatian Society of Hypertension Bojan Jelaković

35. Croatian Society of Emergency Medicine Ingrid Bošan Kilibarda

36.  Croatian Society of Emergency 
and Intensive Internal Medicine

Vladimir Gašparović

37. Croatian Society of Human Genetics Ingeborg Barišić

38. Croatian Society of Mucosal Immunology Marko Banić

39. Croatian Society for Infectious Diseases Nikola Bradarić

40. Croatian Society of Intensive Medicine Ino Husedžinović

41. Croatian Society of Internal Medicine Dragutin Ivanović
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42.  Croatian Society of Medical 
Oncology

Damir Vrbanec

43. Croatian Society of Public Health Aleksandar Džakula

44.  Croatian Society of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
and Anesthesiology

Vedran Ćorić

45. Croatian Society of Chemotherapy Bruno Baršić

46. Croatian Surgical Society Mate Majerović

47. Croatian Society of Clinical Cytology Danijela Vrdoljak-Mozetič

48.  Croatian Society of Clinical Pharmacology 
and Th erapy

Jugoslav Bagatin

49.  Croatian Society of Clinical 
Microbiology

Arjana Tambić Andrašević 

50. Croatian Society for Clinical Nutrition Željko Krznarić

51. Croatian Society of Clinical Psychiatry Slađana Štrkalj-Ivezić

52.  Croatian Society of Colposcopy 
and Cervical Pathology

Goran Grubišić 

53. Croatian Society for Pain Treatment Mira Fingler

54. Croatian Medical Music Society Mijo Bergovec 

55. Croatian Medical Sports Society Edvard Galić 

56. Croatian Art Society Antun Kljenak

57.  Croatian Society of Maxillofacial, 
Plastic and Reconstructive Head and Neck 
Surgery

Naranđa Aljinović Ratković

58.  Croatian Society of Medical 
Anthropology

Mate Mihanović

59. Croatian Society of Medical Hypnosis Denisa Legac 

60.  Croatian Society of Occupational 
Medicine

Azra Huršidić Radulović

61. Croatian Society of Medical Expertise Miroslav Vukić

62.  Croatian Society of Medical Expertise 
in Pension Insurance

Nada Šikić
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63.  Croatian Society of Medical Expert Health 
Insurance

Vlasta Zajic-Stojanović

64. Croatian Menopause Society Marina Šprem Goldštajn

65. Croatian Society of Young Physicians Danko Relić

66.  Croatian Society for Mental Health 
of People with Intellectual Disabilities 
and Developmental Disorders

Milivoj Kramarić

67.  Croatian Society of Nephrology, Dialysis 
and Transplantation

Sanjin Rački

68. Croatian Neurosurgical Ssociety Miroslav Vukić

69. Croatian Neurological Society Silva Butković Soldo

70.  Croatian Society for Neuromuscular 
Diseases and Clinical 
Electromyoneurography

Dubravka Jurenić

71.  Croatian Society for Neurovascular 
Disorders 

Vanja Bašić Kes 

72.  Croatian Society of Nuclear 
Medicine

Dražen Huić

73. Croatian Society of Family Doctors Dragan Soldo

74. Croatian Ophthalmological Society Zoran Vatavuk

75. Croatian Oncology Society Eduard Vrdoljak

76. Croatian Society of Oral Surgery Darko Macan

77.  Croatian Society of Oral Medicine 
and Pathology

Ivan Alajbeg

78. Croatian Society of Orthodontists Tomislav Lauc

79. Croatian Orthopedic Society Robert Kolundžić

80.  Croatian Society of Otorhinolaryngology 
and Head and Neck Surgery

Mirko Ivkić

81.  Croatian Society for Palliative 
Medicine

Vlasta Vučevac

82. Croatian Periodontal Society Darije Plančak
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CMA Professional Society President

83.  Croatian Society of Pathology and Forensic 
Medicine 

Marina Kos

84. Croatian Pediatric Society Julije Meštrović
Darko Richter

85.  Croatian Society of Pediatric Endocrinology 
and Diabetology

Miroslav Dumić

86.  Croatian Society of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology 
and Nutrition

Duška Tješić-Drinković

87.  Croatian Society of Pediatric Cardiology 
and Rheumatology

Ivan Malčić

88.  Croatian Society of Pediatric Nephrology Mirna Šubat Dežulović

89.  Croatian Society for Pediatric Pulmonology Neven Pavlov

90. Croatian Society of Penology Medicine Blaženka Guberina Korotaj

91. Croatian Society of Perinatal Medicine Josip Đelmiš

92.  Croatian Society of Plastic, Reconstructive 
and Aesthetic Surgery

Rado Žic

93.  Croatian Society for Healthcare Quality 
Improvement

Jasna Mesarić

94.  Croatian Society for the History 
of Medicine

Franjo Husinec, acting 
president

95.  Croatian Society of Preventive and Social 
Pediatrics

Đurđa Španović

96.  Croatian Society of Psychopharmacotherapy 
and Biological Psychiatry

Miro Jakovljević

97.  Croatian Society of Psychosomatic Medicine 
and Collaborative Psychiatry

Rudolf Gregurek

98.  Croatian Society of Psychotherapy, 
Psychosocial Methods and Early Intervention 
in Psychotic Disorders

Branka Restek-Petrović

99. Croatian Respiratory Society Neven Miculinić 

100. Croatian Society of Radiology Damir Miletić 
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101. Croatian Resuscitation Society Ines Lojna Funtak

102.  Croatian Society of Regional Anesthesia 
and Analgesia

Katarina Šakić

103. Croatian Society of Rheumatology Đurđica Babić Naglić

104. Croatian Society for Rare Diseases Ingeborg Barišić

105. Croatian Senology Society Ivan Drinković

106. Croatian Society of Spinal Surgery Krešimir Rotim

107.  Croatian Somnology Society – Society 
for Sleep Medicine

Zoran Đogaš

108.  Croatian Society for Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases

Mihael Skerlev

109. Croatian Society of Sports Medicine Vladimir Ivančev

110. Croatian Dental Society Vjekoslav Jerolimov

111. Croatian Society of Prosthodontics Dragutin Komar

112.  Croatian Society Forensic Medicine 
and Toxicology

Davor Strinović

113.  Croatian Society of School and University 
Medicine

Željka Karin

114. Croatian Th yroid Society Zvonko Kusić

115. Croatian Society for Telemedicine Stanko Belina

116. Croatian Society of Traumatology Tedi Cicvarić

117.  Croatian Society for Ultrasound 
in Obstetrics and Perinatology

Tomislav Hafner

118.  Croatian Society for Ultrasound 
in Medicine and Biology

Boris Brkljačić

119. Croatian Society of Retired Physicians Peter Brinar
Barbara Jović

120.  Croatian Society for Management 
and Leadership in Health Care and Health 
Insurance

Stjepan Turek

121.  Croatian Society for Urogenital 
and Sexually Transmitted Infections

Višnja Škerk
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122. Croatian Urological Society Željko Kaštelan

123. Croatian Society of Vascular Surgery Ivo Lovričević

124. Croatian Society of Vertebrology Damir Kovač

125.  Croatian Society for Vestibular 
Rehabilitation

Siniša Maslovara

126. Croatian Society of Military Medicine Renato Mittermayer

127.  Croatian Society for the Protection 
and Promotion of Mental Health

Veljko Đorđević

128.  Croatian Society for Diffi  cult Airway 
Management

Branka Maldini

129. Croatian Society for Environmental Health Krunoslav Capak 

130. Croatian Society of Aviation Medicine Ljiljana Belošević

131. Croatian Skull Base Society Josip Paladino

132.  Croatian Society of Oncology 
and Radiotherapy

Mislav Grgić

133.  Croatian Society of Sports Traumatology 
and Arthroscopy

Radovan Mihelić

134.  Croatian Society for Biosafety 
and Bioprotection

Alemka Markotić

Commissions

1. CMA COMMISSION FOR PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

 1. Arijana Vince – president Zagreb

 2. Miroslav Vukić – fi rst vice president Zagreb

 3. Slavko Orešković – second vice president Zagreb

 4. Marko Banić Zagreb

 5. Vedran Ćorić Split

 6. Gordan Gulan Rijeka

 7. Renata Iveković Zagreb

 8. Vjekoslav Jerolimov Zagreb

 9. Julije Meštrović Split
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2.  CMA COMMISSION FOR MEDICAL ETHICS 

AND DEONTOLOGY

 1. Goran Ivanišević – president Zagreb

 2. Jadranka Mustajbegović – fi rst vice president Zagreb

 3. Jasenka Markeljević – second vice president Zagreb

 4. Božo Bota Split

 5. Morana Brkljačić Žagrović Rijeka

 6. Andrea Dasović-Buljević Zagreb

 7. Zvonimir Kaić Zagreb

 8. Saša Ostojić Rijeka

 9. Ana Planinc-Peraica Zagreb

10. Iva Sorta Bilajac Zagreb

11. Srđan Zavorović Split

3. CMA COMMISSION FOR MEDALS

 1. Petar Matijašević – president Rijeka

 2. Hrvoje Šobat – fi rst vice president Zagreb

 3. Igor Alfi rević Zagreb

 4. Želimir Beer Varaždin

 5. Marijan Cesarik Požega

 6. Slaven Kokić Split

 7. Branko Mirković Požega

 8. Lana Mužinić Zagreb

4.  CMA COMMITTEE FOR ORGANIZATIONAL 

AND LEGAL ISSUES

 1. Mirta Mahnik – president Zagreb

 2. Dražen Begić Zagreb

 3. Robi Božić Ogulin

 4. Antonio Juretić Zagreb

 5. Meri Matijaca Split

 6. Željko Pajalić – County Court judge in Zagreb, part-time member

 7. Boris Ružić Zagreb

 8. Đurđa Španović Zagreb
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5. CMA COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC ISSUES

 1. Viktorija Bradić – president Zagreb

 2. Nada Turčić – fi rst vice president Zagreb

 3. Ivo Matković – second vice president Zagreb

 4. Željko Bušić Split

 5. Hrvoje Pezo Zagreb

 6. Željko Rotim Zagreb

 7. Tomislav Rukavina Rijeka

 8. Jadranka Vlašić Matas Split

6. CMA COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

 1. Miroslav Kopjar – president Zagreb
 2. Mihael Skerlev – fi rst vice president Zagreb
 3. Katarina Sekelj-Kauzlarić – second vice president Zagreb
 4. Zdeslav Benzon Split
 5. Tomislav Čengić Zagreb
 6. Dražen Huić Zagreb
 7. Davor Ježek Zagreb
 8. Davorka Lukas Zagreb
 9. Siniša Maslovara Vukovar
10. Danijela Mrazovac Zagreb
11. Milan Vrkljan Zagreb

7. CMA COMMITTEE FOR MEDIA

 1. Vlado Jukić – president Zagreb
 2. Željko Vranješ – vice president Osijek
 3. Petrana Brečić – second vice president Zagreb
 4. Ljiljana Radić Betica Dubrovnik
 5. Franjo Husinec Koprivnica
 6. Krešimir Luetić Zagreb
 7. Alen Ružić Rijeka
 8. Željko Šundov Split

8. COMMITTEE FOR TRAINING OF PHYSICIANS

 1. Renato Mittermayer – president Zagreb

 2. Sandra Milić – fi rst vice president Rijeka
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 3. Vesna Jureša – second vice president Zagreb

 4. Tihomir Bradić Zagreb

 5. Aida Jelaska Zagreb

 6. Ivo Jurić Split

 7. Ika Kardum Skelin Zagreb

 8. Mihajlo Lojpur Split

 9. Jadranka Morović Vergles Zagreb

10. Jadranka Premužić Varaždin

11. Dražen Pulanić Zagreb

12. Milena Skočić Zagreb

9.  COMMITTEE FOR YOUNG PHYSICIANS 

AND DENTAL MEDICINE PHYSICIANS

 1. Ana Kunović – president Zagreb

 2. Domina Kekez – vice president Zagreb

 3. Jure Aljinović Split

 4. Tomislav Kopjar Zagreb

 5. Hrvoje Mihalj Osijek

 6. Goran Poropat Rijeka

 7. Radovan Prijić Zagreb

 8. Danko Relić Zagreb

 9. Tihana Višligaj Vukovar

CMA Professional Service

Workers:

CMA Headquarters in Zagreb

Secretariat

Draženka Kontek

Stella Polla

Snježana Šain

Accounting

Verica Blaževac

Maja Herceg

CMA Rijeka Branch

Jelena Lončarek

CMA Split Branch

Marija Radman
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Rudolf Matz

CARMEN MEDICORUM

Post generis humani memoriam

germen pestiferum contra

fataque cruenta miserias,

calamitates contedimus.

Hoc votum`s Hypocratis!

Parvul infantem

reddimus gremio matris

patri depresso

vires nos novas damus.

Miseria gravia

vulnera curamus

urbis fuliginosae in aedibus

cum in arvis pratisque

recentibus primaque luce rorat.

Th oracibus ferreis

praecordia nostra saepta sunt.

Ne in lacrimas eff undantur,

cum lumina oculorum

febriculosa salutem a nobis petunt.

Post generis humani memoriam

germen pestiferum contra

fataque cruenta miserias,

calamitates contedimus.

Hoc votum`s Hypocratis!

latin version by P. Sobočanec

Rudolf Matz

CARMEN MEDICORUM

As long as man can remember

We have waged incessant struggle

Against the seeds of death,

Against cruel fate,

Calamity and distress.

So follow Hippocrates!

To their mother’s knee

We return small children.

To exhausted fathers

We give new strength.

We heal the wounds of those

In soot choked cities

And on the meadows and green 
 fi elds

Where at dawn dew forms.

We must steel our hearts

Th at we not cry,

When feverish eyes with pain

Demand our help.

As long as remember

We have waged incessant struggle

Against the seeds of death,

Against cruel fate,

Calamity and distress.

So follow Hippocrates!

english version by S. Bičanić
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About Carmen medicorum song

Th e song Carmen medicorum was composed by Professor Rudolf Matz, 

the fi rst conductor of the Zagreb Physicians Singers choir. Th e piece is 

dedicated to the internist Dr Viktor Boić, initiator and promoter of music 

in the Croatian Medical Association. Th e lyrics, originally written in the 

Croatian language, were later translated into Latin (translated by P. Sobo-

čanec), English, German, Italian and Russian. On October 6, 1971, the 

 Zagreb Physicians Singers choir fi rst performed outside Zagreb, at the 

Th ird Congress of the Physicians in Bled, Slovenia. At this Congress, 

the song by Rudolf Matz Carmen medicorum was accepted as the physi-

cians’ anthem. Today, Carmen medicorum is the anthem of the Croatian 

physicians.






